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Finding Solace in Sloane 


By Liz Kendall 
News Editor 


The twists and turns between 
each art studio in Sloane Hall form a 
dizzying geometric maze. Inside, no 
surface is empty. Art majors dart be- 
tween projects; dusty stains of paint 
cover the floors. Colorful and sur- 
realist artworks abound in the wide 
studios. 

Sloane, a sprawling old brick 
building in the center of north cam- 
pus, houses St. Michael’s art depart- 
ment. Comprised of roughly 30 ma- 
jors and 16 minors, the department 
occupies the sole academic building 
on north campus. 

“You can’t do this in the library,” 
senior art major Jenna McCarthy said 
as she used the tip of a thin brush to 
dab acrylic paint onto a canvas, ap- 
plying detail to a colorful jellyfish. 
McCarthy is working toward her 
senior showcase — paintings she’ll 
exhibit in the McCarthy Arts Center 
gallery the week of March 30 to April 
3. She spends most of her days in the 
same 15-by-12-foot private art studio, 
where she’s ‘been painting since the 
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beginning of the semester. 

“T’m usually in here in seven- 
to-ten-hour spurts. Isolation is kind 
of the point,” McCarthy said. “If ’m 
stuck on an idea there’s a whole lot of | 
just staring at the canvas.” 

Art professor Will Mentor said 
that despite once serving as a mili- | 
tary barracks, Sloane is the best |, 
location for the art department. It’s 
been refurbished to accommodate 
the student artists and their instruc- 
tors. 

“We don’t feel isolated; we feel 
as though we have the perfect place 
to make art,” Mentor said. “We just 
want wide open spaces. I don’t think 
we could fit very easily on main 
campus. Making art is a messy ac- 
tivity.” 

Like the entirety of north cam- 
pus, Sloane is not included on pro- 
spective student tours. Sophomore 
Lindsay Taylor, an art major, said 
Sloane is often overlooked. 


See SLOANE on page 12 
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Photo by Liz Kendall 
Senior Jenna McCarthy paints a jellyfish for her upcoming senior art exhibit. The exhibit will be 
held in the McCarthy Arts Center March 30 to April 3. 
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¥ Pe, a ; By Mikala Kane 
: : Staff Writer 


For Catholic colleges around 
the country, birth control pills, 
condoms and other contracep- 
tives have always been a contro- 
versial issue. In light of President 
Barack Obama’s new health care 
law, which mandates that all in- 
surance plans at Catholic institu- 
ee tions cover birth control without 
Photo by Dan Evarts @ CO-payment for their employ- 


ees and potentially their students, St. 
Michael’s sophomore Victoria Zoppo 
has aptly timed her mission to pass out 
500 condoms to St. Michael’s students. 

Zoppo’s suite in Pontigny was re- 
cently accepted as a SafeSite for the 
Great American Condom Campaign, 
meaning she has 500 free Trojan con- 
doms to hand out around campus to pro- 
mote sexual health. 

According to its website, the cam- 
paign is a “youth-led grassroots move- 
ment to make the U.S. a sexually healthy 


a Comes to St. Michael’s 


Ri -! 


nation.” Each year it gives out | mil- 
lion condoms on campuses around the 
country. SafeSites are located in 49 
states and the District of Columbia, and 
on more than 800 college and university 
campuses. 

“T think that it’s important that 
people are safe,” Zoppo said. “I’m not 
promoting more sex; I’m just promoting 
safe sex.” 


See CONDOMS on page 4 
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Water Bottle Ban Advances 


Green Up makes progress in efforts to rid the campus of water bottles 


By Colin Ellis 
Columns Editor 


The Student Association passed a resolu- 
tion Feb. 14 to ban the sale of bottled water on 
campus. The measure was sponsored by Green 
Up and was approved on a 32-3 vote. The reso- 
lution is non-binding, however, meaning it 
does not entail enforcement. If the decision 
eventually becomes binding, St. Michael’s 
will join only a handful of other schools na- 
tionally that have banned bottled water from 
their campuses. 

“I had been hearing a lot about other 
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nies like Poland Spring 

are known to go into com- 
munities that they can 
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pump all the water they 
can out of it. 9 
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schools that had done it and thought there was 
no reason why we can’t do this here,” said 
sophomore Nora Stoelting of Green Up and 
the Food Justice Club, who originated the idea 
of the ban. 

Stoelting said there are many facets of 
the move to ban water bottles. 

“There’s obviously the envi- 
ronmental side of this; plastic 
bottles generate a ton of 
waste,’ Stoelting said. 
“Water is our target 
because a lot of big 
water companies 
like Poland Spring 
are known to go 
into communities 
that they can take [i 
advantage of and 
pump all the water 
they can out of it. 
Bottling water turns 
it into a commodity, 
when it’s something 
that should be free for 
the public,’ Stoelting 
added. 

Senior Liam Callahan, a 
co-leader of Green Up, is one of 
the instigators of the initiative to ban 


water bottles. He said that this is not the first 
time a ban has been suggested. 

“We originally started working on the ini- 
tiative two years ago,” Callahan said. “We cir- 
culated a petition and got about 600 signatures 
but then it stalled. We never brought forth a 
resolution because we didn’t think we had the 
support. This fail we decided it was an issue 
we wanted to pursue.” 

St. Michael’s currently has a contract with 
Coca Cola, which runs through 2017. Coca 
Cola provides the campus with Dasani water. 

Rob Robinson, director of business ser- 
vices in the purchasing office, said that the 
proposed ban has not been presented to Coca 
Cola. 

“They’ve been a “great partner, and ’m 
sure if we made a conscious decision not to 
sell that one particular product they would 
work with us on that,’ Robinson said. “But 
I haven’t approached them and nothing has 
been set in motion as of yet.” 

One concern is how a ban would affect 
visiting families. 

' “Not having bottled water for visitors to 
campus could create some problems and some 
difficulties,’ Robinson said. “That’s the other 
side of the issue. We have a lot of visitors to 
campus and if that is something they’re look- 
ing for we’re going to have to find a balance to 
how we’re going to do both of those things.” 


See WATER BOTTLE BAN on page 6 
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Obama Coming to Burlin 
President Barack Obama’s reelection campaign anno that the preside 
will be making a visit to Burlington on March 30. His visit will be for the 
“Obama Victory Fund 2012-Reception with the President” and tickets will | 
sell for anywhere between $100 and $7500 for the event at the Sheraton Bur- — 
lington. The money raised at the event will go towards the President’s reelec- 
tion campaign and the Democratic ‘National Contes. 
-Vermont Cynic 


Syria Holds New Constitution Referendum Amid Unrest 
The Syrian government has held a referendum on a new constitution in the 
wake of an estimated 6000 civilian deaths and continued violence. The con- 
stitution calls for a multi-party parliamentary election, but the opposition 
boycotted the vote: U.S. officials fear a Syrian civil war is possible. In addi- 
tion, attempts to remove injured people, including international journalists 
have been unsuccessful. 
-BBC 


Drug Suspects Hunted After Jumping From Balcony __ 
Two drug suspects jumped from their hotel balcony at the University Inn in 
South Burlington to escape police who were executing a search warrant. One - 
of the men is in custody and the other is still at large. He is 5-feet 9-inches; he 
is wearing yellow and pajama pants. 

-Burlington Free Press 


Champlain Students Taking Alternatives Trips 

Champlain College students are choosing a productive way to spend their 

spring break vacations. This year a group of eight Champlain students are 

going to travel to Exmore, Va. to help rebuild and improve a rundown town. 

The students feel that this is better spring break option than the traditional 

recreational spring break which can get expensive and can be stressful. 
-Champlain Current 


One Student Dies, Four Injured in Ohio School Shooting 

Tragedy hit around 7:30 a.m. at Chardon High School in Cleveland, Oh. Stu- 
dents report that gunfire broke out in the cafeteria during breakfast. The 
shooter, who is believed to be a student, has already been taken into custody 
after being captured by the police a short distance from the school after flee- 
ing to get to his car. Five students were wounded and taken to a Cleveland 
area hospital and one of the students died shortly after. The rest of the stu- 
dents were released to their parents later that morning from the local elemen- 
tary school where they were being held during the aftermath, 

-The Washington Post 
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St. Michael’s: First in Fair Trade 


By Chris Magyar 
Staff Writer 


The aroma of strong coffee 
hung in the air in the Farrell Room 
on Feb. 23. Ben & Jerry’s ice cream, 
Equal Exchange chocolate and 
bread with olive oil were on offer 
too, along with books on fair trade 
and food justice. Soft guitar music 
played on a laptop near the podium. 

The occassion was a ceremony 
designating St. Michael’s as the 
first fair-trade college in Vermont 
and the sixth in nation. Fair-trade 
products guarantee producers a de- 
cent standard of living and certify 


that no slave labor was used in the - 


production process. 
“Fair trade is a lot more than 
just a system that distributes a little 


more wealth to the producers while _ 


maintaining the same historical re- 
lationship the global North has had 
over the global South, which is that 
‘we dictate, you comply.,” said An- 
drew Driscoll of Equal Exchange, 


radical. It’s about farmers. owning 
It’s about the farmers 
voluntarily pooling their resources 
and managing themselves demo- 
It’s about a fair wage, 
fair business practices, fair working 
conditions, fair use of the environ- 
ment and its resources: Fair Trade 
is about maximizing control, op- 
portunity, democracy, and develop- 


their land. 


cratically. 


ment for small producers.” 
Fair trade also 


ton. 


sustainable way?” 


See FAIR TRADE on page 4 


empowers 
consumers, said Gabriella Ochoa 
Brenneman, a representative of the 
Peace & Justice Center of Burling- 


“It empowers you as a consum- 
er to ask questions. Where is this 
product coming from?” Brenneman 
said. “What are the conditions un- 
der which this item was produced? 
And was this item produced in a 


Farrell Room on Feb. 23. 
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Political Science professor Jeffrey Ayres speaks at the fair-trade ceremony in the St. Edmund’s Hall 


Gymnastics Club Can’t Stick Landing 


By Katelyn Howes 
Staff Writer 


Junior Kerri Mahoney has 
been competing in gymnastics 
since she was 3. Currently, Ma- 
honey practices with the Uni- 
versity of Vermont’s gymnastics 
team three times a week at Regal 
Gymnastics Academy in Win- 
ooski. 

“I proposed having a rec- 
reational- gymnastic club [at St. 
Michael’s] that would practice 
at Regal two or three times a 
week,” Mahoney said. “Anyone, 
even students without gymnas- 
_ tics experience would be able to 
participate, learn the sport and 
have fun.” 

’ However, Mahoney is hav- 
ing a hard time getting the ap- 
proval of the Student Associa- 
tion. 

Mahoney, a certified coach 
of six years, practices with nine 
other St. Michael’s students. 

“We usually warm up as a 
group, sometimes individually 


depending if everyone is there on 
time,” Mahoney said. “The only 
meets we can compete in are 
those at Regal and one at Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology 
in March because St. Michael’s 
doesn’t have an official team.” 

A gymnastics club on cam- 
pus could provide more enter- 
tainment opportunities for sport- 
ing events. 

“T think it would be great,” 
said sports marketing: intern 
Carlos. Vega. “We have a dance 
team and they are great, but to 
have a variation of performances 


at half-time and to give someone 


else that opportunity to branch 
out is a good idea.” 

A gymnastics club would 
also add to the sports already on 
campus. 

“T am all for different sports. 
[hate to say it, but it all goes back 
to funding,” Vega said. “I know 
that club teams are all part of the 
Student Association funding.” 

The proposed gymnastics 
club is not the only club the S.A. 
has said no to. 

“T’d love to just approve any 


club, but we do not have a steady 
flow of cash in our budget every 
year,” said sophomore Eleanor 
Hahn, secretary of student pol- 
icy. “A gymnastics club is not 
the only club sport that has come 
forward this year looking for ap- 
proval. There were wrestling, 
horseback riding and weight 
lifting clubs that people want to 
start. It’s difficult to please ev- 
eryone.” 

Usually when a club is estab- 
lished it can ask for up to $500 its 
first year, but due to the lack of 
funds this year the student asso- 
ciation has suspended approvals 
of new club sports for this aca- 
demic year. All pre-existing club 
sports still have their funding. 
Mahoney suggested fundraising 
to get a gymnastics club started. 

Grace Kelly, director of stu- 
dent affairs, is currently looking 
into funding as well as liability 
issues that could prevent the cre- 
ation of the club. 

“Grace Kelly is looking at 
things like, ‘What would be the 
cost for renting the space at Re- 
gal?’” Hahn said. “She is also 


looking again at insurance stuff 
right now, which could change.” 

Hahn said that a specific 
procedure is followed when stu- 
dents ask the S.A. to accept a 
new club. 

“The basic thing is, they 
have to have a constitution,” 
Hahn said. “They have to have 
at least 15 members, and then 
they have to have an advisor or 
a coach if it’s a club sport, and 
if they’re planning on asking for 
a budget, they have to propose 
one.” 

This is not the first time a 
proposed gymnastics club has 
been brought to the attention of 
the S.A. 

“TSenior] Alli Bleil pro- 
posed this last year and the year 
before,” Mahoney said. 

Mahoney said she thinks 
that the biggest hurdle in the ac- 
ceptance of the club is insurance. 

“TJ don’t fully understand 
why St. Michael’s doesn’t have 
insurance to cover these ac- 
tivities on their own, or why the 
gymnastics club couldn’t utilize 
liability waivers,’ Mahoney said. 





The S.A. has not given a 
definite answer about whether or 
not the gymnastics club will be 
accepted. 

“T would love to see a gym- 
nastics club,’ Hahn said. “But 
it’s just the procedure and the 
way the college has set it up for 
their protection [that] makes get- 
ting a club sport a little more dif- 
ficult.” 


i 
| 
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~ Photo courtesy of Kerri Mahoney 
Kerri Mahoney at a recent prac- 
tice. 





Condoms 


Continued from page | 


Zoppo said she’s probably 
given out more than 100 con- 
doms so far. The condoms sit in 
a box in her room for anyone to 
take when they wish. 

“1’m probably the least judg- 
mental person when it comes to 
this,” Zoppo said. “I think it’s 
great that people want to protect 
themselves. I think that sexuality 
is a natural part of human nature 
and I really don’t think people 
should be ashamed of trying to 
be healthy.” 

A lot of students have been 
taking the condoms in bulk, 
Zoppo said, which isn’t what she 
wants. 

“People will take 20 at a 
time and the whole concept is not 
to go out and have so much sex; 
it’s to have safe sex,” she said. 
“If you need one, come get one; 
don’t take 50 of them in prepara- 
tion for the next five months.” 

Zoppo said she applied to 
host a SafeSite on a whim, after 
hearing from a friend at a differ- 
ent college about it. 

“Down the road I had always 
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thought of becoming a woman’s 
doctor and so sexual health has 
always been something that’s in- 
teresting to me and important,” 
she said. “That’s why I signed up 
to do it.” 

Zoppo also cited the rise in 
teen pregnancy rates and sexu- 
ally transmitted infections in the 
United States as her inspiration 
to join the condom drive. 

“T want to do my small part 
in preventing students from be- 
coming one of these statistics,” 
she said. 

However, Zoppo does ex- 
pect some opposition to her proj- 
ect. 

“Being a Catholic  col- 
lege, it would be helpful to be 
in dialogue with someone. who 
is undertaking a. project like 
that, just so we could have some 
discussion,” said Jason Moore, 
assistant director of Campus 
Ministry. “I think from the insti- 
tution’s perspective, it’s not the 
wisest idea. In fact, according to 
Catholic teaching, it’s immoral.” 

Catholics across the United 
States are protesting Obama’s 
new health care law in regard to 


NEWS 


its provisions on birth control. 
Originally, the mandate stated 
that the premium that most em- 
ployees pay on their insurance 
plan would contribute to the cost 
of birth control, so it can be free 
for all. The Catholic Church and 
its employees would have had to 
pay a premium that would indi- 
rectly pay for birth control. 

On Feb. 10, Obama an- 
nounced a compromise. 

He said that rather than 
requiring religiously affiliated 
charities and universities to 
pay for contraceptives for their 
employees, the cost would be 
shifted to health insurance com- 
panies, the New York Times re- 
ported. 

Junior Michael O’Neill, 
who is involved with Campus 
Ministry and the Conservative 
Club, said he believes the origi- 
nal mandate is a violation of con- 
science. 

“If I were to pay insurance 
I would be indirectly engaging 
in something that I am mor- 
ally against,” he said. “It’s very 
subtle, but it’s still a violation of 
conscience.” 

As for Zoppo’s project, 
O’Neill said that he would find it 
inappropriate if she was to hand 
out the condoms indiscriminate- 


ly. 


“The college has a long- 
standing policy of not allowing 
the distribution of condoms on 
campus, given our Catholic iden- 
tity,’ said the Rev. Brian Cum- 
mings, director of Campus Min- 


"istry, in an email. “I would hope 


that the college would make the 
request to the student to respect 


6 I want to do my 
small part in prevent- 
ing students from be- 
coming one of these 

statistics. 9 
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The college did talk to Zop- 


po about her project. She met 
with Brian Lee, associate direc- 
tor of residence life, and her resi- 
dent director last week. 

“They were just worried 
that I was going to be really 
flamboyant about the cause and 
be outwardly opposing what the 


school stands for on that sub- . 


ject,’ Zoppo said. 
Lee declined to comment on 
Zoppo’s initiative, but Mike Sa- 





mara, dean of students, respond- 
ed in an email, explaining St. 
Michael’s longstanding unwill- 
ingness to distribute condoms on 
campus. 

“The Student Handbook 
begins with a section about ‘The 
Implications of the Mission at 
St. Michael’s College’ where the 
words, ‘in the light of the Catho- 
lic faith’ are spelled out,’ Samara 
wrote. “Over the years discus- 
sions at the board of trustees 
level have re-affirmed the col- 
lege’s position not to distribute 
contraceptives on campus, and 
both Presidents John Reiss and 
Marc vanderHeyden wrote po- 
sition papers on the issue, again 
re-affirming this long-standing 
position.” 

However, Zoppo is deter- 
minedtocarryon. = 

“Tt would obviously be bet- 
ter if [St. Michael’s] helped, but 
if they don’t I’m still going to ad- 
vocate for sexual health and still 
hand out the condoms,” she said. 
“IT think it’s important, and I 
think a lot of other people would 
agree with me.” 


Stasi eh Be 





Fair Trade 


Continued from page 3 


Students don’t need to worry 
about their food options chang- 
ing drastically as a result of the 
college pledging to serve fair- 
trade food in the Green Moun- 
tain Dining Hall. The resolution 
is reaffirms actions the college 
has already taken. Recently, the 
Green Mountain Dining Hall 
added fair-trade bananas and 
tea in addition to the fair-trade 
Green Mountain Coffee St. Mi- 
chael’s had already been serving. 

The resolution states that 
the college’s contractor, Sodexo 
Food Services, will make these 
and other fair-trade goods avail- 
able as much as possible in the 
college dining areas and at col- 
lege events. It is a commitment 
to the principles of fair trade and 


to raising awareness about those 
principles. 

Hank Strashnick, general 
manager of the Green Mountain 
Dining Room and St. Michael’s 
dining services, said fair trade 
extends beyond food. It also 
includes paper products, soaps, 
chemicals and oil. 

“Fair-trade products tend to 
be very expensive and hard to 
get in enough quantity to make 
them reasonably distributable 
through Sodexo’s national distri- 
bution centers,’ Strashnick said. 
“We are trying to work within 
the existing and realistic future 
budgets. Money is not free. Sup- 
porting fair trade is a wonderful 
idea. If we can do it, we’ll do it.” 

Strashnick pointed out that a 
bag of sugar processed in Louisi- 
ana costs $80, while a fair-trade 
imported bag of sugar costs 


$130. 

“The other question we have 
to ask is, ‘Do we stop buying do- 
mestic sugar for fair-trade sugar, 
[even if] the people that work 
at the sugar plant in Louisiana 
lose their job? Which way do 
you turn?’” Strashnick said. 
“Education about fair trade is 
as much a part of the fair trade 
movement as the physical prod- 
ucts.” 

Brenneman said the Af- 
rica cocoa industry’s child la- 


bor turned her into a fair trade 


advocate. 

“When I first learned 
there’s a lot of child traffick- 
ing and poor child labor in the 
cocoa industry, I just changed 


completely in the way I see a f 


we don’t see the children being 
forced to work. We don’t see the 
children being trafficked, and 
that’s why we don’t ask ques- 
tions... We make a decision every 





chocolate bar, and in the way | — 


I see a child, and it’s because | : 


somebody took the time to talk 


to me about it and explain what | 
was happening,” Brenneman 


said. “The conventional way 
of trading hides that from us. 
We don’t see what’s behind, 


day with what we buy and what 
we support.” 








Photo by Chris Magyar 





Fair-trade bread and olive oil await takers in the Farrell Room on Feb. 
23. . 
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SMC Weighs Benefits of a Live-Broadcast Studio 


By Kevin McLaughlin 
Staff Writer 


Over the years St. Michael’s 
College has hosted some well- 
known guest speakers. Last 
year, Ambassador of Iraq Samir 
Sumaida'ie spoke to a capacity 
audience in Cheray 101. 

Although many college 
campuses have studios where 
such guest speakers could be 
brought for a recorded or live- 
broadcast interview, St. Mi- 
chael’s does not. 

For the past decade, the idea 


of a video recording studio has’ 


been circling around the St. Mi- 
chael’s media studies and digital 
arts department. The planned 
construction of a new student 
center could provide the chance 
to make this dream a reality. 

“A [video] studio would be a 
great asset for students,” said Jon 
Hyde, a media studies and digital 


arts professor. “This type of stu- 
dio would not just be restricted 
to the journalism department. It 
could be used by other students, 
clubs or faculty.” 

“Tt helps to have a lot of oth- 
er people [from different depart- 
ments] using the studio,” said se- 
nior Courtney Black, a business 
major at Hofstra University. “It’s 


like interacting in a mini-office.. 


You learn to multi-task in a busy 
environment where everyone 
needs something different done.” 

Hofstra, located on Long Is- 
land, New York, is equipped with 
a video recording and television 
broadcasting studio. Used as a 
teaching facility, the studio is 
available for students to air news 
broadcasts, campus talk shows, 
and a student-produced sketch- 
comedy show called “Thursday 
Night Live.” 

“Tt's great having the studio 
on campus,” said senior Natalie 


Conboy, a broadcast journalism 
major at Hofstra. “It is an extra 
confidence builder because you 
know that what you’re working 
on is what’s expected of you at 
work.” 

When Conboy interned at 
New York 1 news center, she said 
she felt confident in her abilities 
using the same equipment and 
programs she used in the studio 
at Hofstra. 

The creation, outfitting and 
maintenance of a broadcasting 
studio is often expensive. 

“T think it’s a great idea,” 
said Vice President of Aca- 
demic Affairs Karen Talentino. 
“Tt would be wonderful to have 
it, but we just don’t have the re- 
sources.” 

A simple broadcasting stu- 
dio requires little spending and 
does not need much room, Hyde 
said. 

“Initial fears are that this is 


going to be a big-ticket, costly 
item,” he said. “But a studio can 
be relatively cheap and can be 
set-up or broken down quickly.” 

Limited space on campus 
poses another problem. 

“Alliot was originally de- 
signed to be a student center,” 
said director of facilities David 


Cutler. “I’ve seen it become ren- 


ovated over the years until now it 
holds mostly offices.” 

A possible studio outlet 
could be the WWPV radio sta- 
tion on the second floor of St. 
Edmunds Hall. The WWPV ra- 
dio station is planned to move 
from St. Edmunds to the second 
floor of the new student cen- 
ter. According to Talentino, the 
space WWPV used to occupy 
has already been surveyed as 
possible office spaces in order to 
help move faculty offices out of 
the Durick Library. 

The new WWPV studio 
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area will comprise a main broad- 
casting room and a smaller back 
room, which could double as a 
future sight of a video recording 
studio. 

“Tt is a possible idea,” said 
St. Michael’s President John J. 
Neuhauser. “The issues with a 
studio are controlling the sound 
and light. This requires an area 
where these can be adjusted. In 
this day and age, you want to try 
to save money and room by uti- 
lizing space as best you can.” 





MED $13.50 LG $17.85 PLUS TAX 


_Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated 


LEONARDO'S 





Presk Ouabity Pizzo: 


r ¢ 
*ADITionaL / WEGETARIAN / courMr 


LEONARDO’S BASICS 


SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $13.75 PLUS TAX 


SAUCES CRUSTS 
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Barbecue Gluten Free MED ONLY ADD $3.00 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


PANKO CRUSTED BONELESS TENDERS 
REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


SINGLE (10) $7.25 / DOUBLE (20) $13.50 
DOUBLE DOUBLE (40) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


FR KS FRESH SALADS 
GARLIC $3.75 GARDEN $4.75 
CHEESY $4.75 GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAX 


SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 PLUS TAX 


FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL MED $13.50 LG $17.95 PLUS TAX 


CLASSIC PEPPERONI DELUXE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New 
England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers and 
White Mushrooms 

MEAT LOVER’S REVENGE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, Hot 
Italian Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 
NICOLE’S BACON CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 

Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced 
Red Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of 
Gorgonzola Cheese 

AMANDA’S SIX FEET UNDER 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, 
Italian Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot 
Italian Sausage 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND DELIGHT 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, 


Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian 
Pineapple 

TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 

Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, 

Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola 
Cheeses : 

ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ 

Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red 
Peppers 

LEONARDO’S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $18.95 PLUS TAX 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New 
England Baked Ham, Hot italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White 
Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Peppers and California Black Olives 


Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly 
Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheese 

MOLLY'S CHICKEN MUSHROOM CARBONARA 

Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, 
Marinated Chicken 

FENNEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach 
with Gorgonzola Cheese 

CLASSIC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England 
Baked Ham, Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with 
Blended Cheeses ‘ 

ASIAN THAI CHICKEN 

Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell 
Peppers and Freshly Cut Broccoli 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN -MED $13.50 LG $17.95 PLUS TAX 





VEGETARIAN WORKS 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, 


Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes 


and California Black Olives 

GORGONZOLA GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 
Plum Tomatoes, Marinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 
EXOTIC GREEK ISLAND 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 

and California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 

FOUR CHEESE FUSION 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 
with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan and Gorgonzola Cheeses 
PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Sun Dried 
Tomatoes, Red Onions, Artichoke Hearts with Feta Cheese 

THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $18.95 PLUS TAX 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Cheese, Fresh Chopped Spinach, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Plum Tomatoes, Black 
Olives 


Continued from page 2 


“We met with Rob Robison 
regarding the Coke contract and 
that’s when we found out that it 
was very realistic for us to make 
this change and it could be done 
fairly easily and didn’t require 
revising the contract,” Callahan 
said. 

Karen Talentino, vice presi- 
dent for academic affairs, cau- 
tioned that there’s more than one 
perspective on this issue. 

“From a learning perspec- 
tive, I support student activism 
that is informed and respectful,” 
Talentino said. “It is a wonder- 
ful experiential learning oppor- 
tunity for students to take steps 
toward trying to achieve some- 
thing that they believe in. At the 
same time, students need to re- 











¢ We want to show 
that St. Michael’s 
College is seri- 
ous about its 
sustainability 
commitment. 


' Heather Ellis 








Center 


1:00 p.m. Drug Violation: Paraphernalia, Alliot Hall 
6:24 p.m. Medical Assistance: Treatment Refused, 


Cheray Hall 


Hall 


Hall 





Tuesday, Feb. 21 


12:27 a.m. Drug Violation: Possession, Lyons Hall 


Wednesday, Feb. 22 


9:52 a.m. Towed Vehicle Report, Hoehl Welcome 


Thursday, Feb. 23 


12:20 a.m. Drug Violation: Odor Complaint, Lyons 
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Water Bottle Ban 


alize that there are multiple per- 
spectives on this and every other 
issue that they may feel strongly 
about.” 

Talentino continued by say- 


ing the group involved with the © 


proposal successfully educated 
some students about the issues, 
but it will be important to listen 
to and evaluate other points of 
view as the proposal goes for- 
ward. 

Callahan, however, said he 
wants to push for a binding ban. 

“Tf we're able to follow 
through with this we’re one of 
only 20 schools that has banned 
the sale of bottled water on cam- 
pus. That’s a huge step towards 


‘the college’s mission of sustain- 


ability,” he said. 

Stoelting and Callahan both 
said that a viable alternative 
would be to provide visiting 
families with St. Michael’s reus- 
able water bottles that they can 
fill at tap stations. 

“T think it would make a lot 
of sense for admissions to give 
reusable bottles,” Stoelting said. 
“Not only does it go along with 
what we’re trying to do this se- 
mester but it sends the family 
home with something that has 
the college name on it. So on 
one hand it’s good advertising 
for the school and then it also 
makes a statement about what 


Hall 


Hall 


12:22 a.m. Vandalism: Vendor Property, Alliot Hall 
9:19 p.m. Drug Violation: Odor Complaint, Hamel 


DEED OO ES OE Nee 


SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from Feb. 21 - Feb. 28 reports provided by St. Michael’s College Department of Public Safety 


NEWS 


the school cares about.” 

Heather Ellis, the sustain- 
ability coordinator and advisor 
to Green Up, said she hopes to 
have the ban become officially 
binding by the end of the spring 
semester. 

“We first had to get student 
approval by passing it through 


the SA,” Ellis said. “Then we’re . 


having a faculty member bring it 
up at the faculty assembly. They 
need to approve it, then we go 
to cabinet as the final approval 
step. If they approve it, then we 
go into action.” 

Environmental studies pro- 
fessor Laura Stroup will likely 
be bringing up the issue at the 
March 1 faculty meeting, Ellis 
added. 


Saturday, Feb. 25 


1:59 a.m. Drunkenness: Released to Responsible 
Party, Ryan Hall 


2:24 a.m. Drug Violation: Possession, Ryan Hall 


Sunday, Feb. 26 


2:32 a.m. Drunkeness: Released to Act One, Lyons 


Sunday, Sept. 25 


10:36 a.m. Suspicious Person/Circumstance, Ryan 





Green Up and the college’s 
physical plant department hope 
to have all existing water foun- 
tains retrofitted with gooseneck 
fillers for refilling water bottles. 
There are currently seven such 
stations scattered around both 
campuses: two hydration-sta- 
tions and five gooseneck fillers. 

“We want to show that St. 
Michael’s College is serious 
about its sustainability com- 
mitment,” Ellis said. “We have 
awesome water in Vermont and 
we want to educate the campus 
community about the quality of 
that water. We’re hoping to make 
a good environmental state- 
ment.” ; 

Ellis said that Green Up is 


_ hot opposing the Coca Cola con- 








EERE: 





tract itself. 

“We’re not going after the 
Coke contract. We’re just look- 
ing at the plastic bottled water, 
not any of the sodas. The reason 
behind that is you can’t get soda 


from the tap but you can get wa- 


ter from the tap,” Ellis said. 

“As a campus community 
we’re taking a stand and saying 
we don’t want this on our cam- 
pus,” Callahan said. “It’s a huge 


waste of resources. There are. 


a whole host of environmental 
problems associated with the 
use of-bottled water. As a cam- 
pus dedicated to sustainability 
we need to take a stand and say 
we are not going to allow bottled 
water on our campus.” 





Photo Illustration by Colin Ellis 
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EDITORIAL 
It's Time to Get Motivated 


Can you believe that we're already 
half-way through the spring semester? As 
the months pass and the weather begins to 
change, it can be easy to lose the intiative 
that once compelled us. You might sit idly in 
your room, thinking of the things you could be 
doing but neglecting to actually take action. If 
you find yourself in this predicament, it might 
be time to take a break and evaluate what it 
is that motivates you. Consider the things that 
you're passionate about and do something. 


Perhaps it’s sustainablilty and topics 
involving the environment that drive you to get 
involved. For student organizations like Green 
Up and Food Justice, these issues are clearly 
inspirational platforms for avoiding falling into 
a mid-semester slump. With progress being 
made toward the banning of water bottles on 
campus, Green Up’s dedication has certainly 
paid off. And for those students who were 
involved with establishing St. Michael’s as 
a fair trade college, the motive of helping to 
guarantee a decent standard of living for the 
producers of the foods and products we rou- 
tinely consume resulted in success. Because 
of these efforts, St. Michael’s has become the 
first fair trade college in Vermont and the sixth 
in the nation. Bravo! 


The extended service trip to the Do- 
minican Republic planned planned for May 
will provide a great outlet for those students 
involved to participate in what they care about. 
These students are clearly motivated by the 
promise of helping others who may have differ- 
ent circumstances than themselves. 


Maybe it’s art that you’re passionate 
about. For art majors like Jenna McCarthy, 
Chris Provenzano and Lindsay Taylor, the pas- 
sion for producing intriguing pieces of artwork 
proves a great motivational tool. However, even 
if you have never before taken an art class, if 
you feel the sudden urge to paint, then don’t 
let your inexperience hold you back. Although 
it may be intimidating to try something new, it 
may prove to be rewarding. 


“I’m sure that by now you’ve noticed 
a few new sections in The Defender. Rachel 
Stone has taken the initiative to put together a 
food section, and a fashion section is carefully 
put together by guest columnist Thao Uong. For 
Rachel, the idea of combining her interests in 
food and and writing has led her to creat some 
great, colorful pages for The Defender. Thao’s 
love for fashion is obvious in the work that she 
produces for us, and we appreciate it. 


If it’s music that you’re into, then take 
some time to critique a new album. Or, if you 
enjoy movies, go catch a new flick. Send us 
a review to be published. Whatever it is that 
interests you, we would love to hear about it, 
and we're sure that other readers would too. 


What motivates The Defender staff 
is the hope that people from our community 
will take interest in what we write about. Our 
motivation is to put together a publication that 
inspires discussion among our readers, and 
that elicits student response. 


-Kendra Gravelle, Editor 
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__ As the editorial staff of 

_ The Defender, we strive to 
_accurately, professionally 

and ethically report the news 

affecting the lives of students 

_and our community. 


_ _Weasastaff take full 
responsibility for any errors; 
if you spot a mistake or have a 
complaint, please let us know. 


_ We publish letters to the editor, 
as long as they are signed. 
Letters will be edited only for 
grammar, spelling, taste, and 
_sometimeslength. __ 








Letters to the Editor 


The Defender will publish all legitimate and signed letters to the 
editor. Please keep letters under 450 words and understand that all 
submissions to The Defender undergo editing for journalistic style, 
grammar, spelling, taste and sometimes length. 
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Photos by Liz Kendall 


The campus shuttle was made festive last week by Skins the Skeleton, as well as masks and beads in celebration of 


Mardi Gras. 
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Today’s 
Word 
Search 


happy 
horse . 


humid 
laugh 
lobby 

lots magic 
music 
patch 
picks 

pies 

pitch . 
political 
polls 
proud role 
root 
speak 
stick 


about 
ahead 
beach 
brig 
cancel 


change 
crash 
damsel 
easier 
election 


emerge 
exceed 
experts 
fable 
focus 
forum 
grime 





Find the Differences 


Nine things in the bottom picture are 
different from the top. Can you find them all? 
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Five Senses. 
Scramble 






esye 
satet 
reas 
hrea: 
llems 
Siir 
lippu 
outhc 
vernes 
snostilr. 
rbina — 
gerfins 
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By Bethany Prendergast | 
Managing Editor 


Anxious and excited best describes 
the mood in the Center for Women and 
Gender, where a group of nine female stu- 
dents has been gathering every Monday 
in preparation for their upcoming service 
trip. The women, along with two faculty 
advisors, will head to the Dominican Re- 
public March 10, and there are still plenty 
of unanswered questions. 

The one posed on Feb. 20: What 
homemade creation sits on the table at the 
center of the room? 

“Sweet potato chips,” senior (and this 
week’s chef) Ari Smith replies. “They’re 
either really burnt or really salty.” 

Really burnt or really salty is no 
cause for concern with this crew — these 
women seemed eager and able to brave 
much more than a scorched snack. Af- 
ter all, their spring break epitomizes the 
word “alternative.” Rather than guzzling 
beer and tanning poolside, the group will 


be without Internet, running water or con- 


ventional toilets for the duration of their 
eight-day stay in a remote village on the 
outskirts of the city of Ocoa. It’s a long 
way from the luxury hotels and _first- 
world amenities that come to mind at first 
mention of the DR. 

“Most people hear what we’re go- 
ing to be doing and they say, ‘Really? 


No water? No electricity?’” junior Olivia- 
McCall, the trip’s student leader, said. “I . 


may worry about it once I’m there and I’m 

like, ‘Where’s my shower?’ But I think 

it'll make the experience that much more 
real.’ 

The MOVE program has Bean! orga- 

nizing trips to the D.R. for the past six 

_ years in conjunction with the Association 





FEATURES 
A Different Kind of Caribbean Break 





Photos Courtesy of Allison Cleary 


Katherine Hackett, 11 (right) helps lay the cinder block foundation of a home during last year’s service trip to the Dominican Republic. 


for the Development of San Jose de Ocoa. 
This non-governmental organization de- 
termines what village St. Michael’s volun- 
teers will be working in and what project 
they will be working on, explained Tom 
Brennan, a Vermonter who volunteers 
with the association. In the past, students 
have worked alongside local villagers, 
leading projects ranging from home con- 
struction to the building of a new commu- 
nity center. Last year, they built a home 
for a widow with three children who had 
previously been living in a leaky shack. 
This year, Brennan anticipates, they will 
be working in a village high in the moun- 
tains called El Rifle. 

Brennan and. his wife, Diane, have 
been traveling to the Dominican Repub- 
lic at least once annually for the past 14 


. Last year, St. Michael’s students built a sturdy home for a family who had previously 


been living in a leaky shack like these ones. 


years. In 2005, they teamed up with the 
MOVE program to connect St. Michael’s 
with the development: association, and 
in 2007, they were able to ship a 40-foot 
cargo container full of medical supplies to 
Ocoa. 

Katherine Hackett, class of 2011, 
participated in the service trip last year 
and now works as an admission counselor 
at St. Michael’s where she continues to 
do service, calling it “contagious.” She 
recounts her favorite memory as an inter- 
action with a local two-year-old boy. By 
the end of the week, the two had formed a 
silent bond, and were playing trucks with 
stones found beside the construction site. 

“There’s dirt everywhere and we’re 
making truck noises together in the mid- 
dle of this cement jungle,’ Hackett re- 
membered. “I had a moment where I said, 
‘This would never happen in America.” 

Often there isn’t enough work to go 
around, as community members are ea- 
ger to lend a hand, so these simple social 
interactions are often just as important as 
the assigned construction projects. 

“If we visit an elderly home, maybe 
all they really want us to do is to brush 
their hair or to lotion and massage their 
hands. That may not be something that 
you would assume is the most important,” 
McCall explained. “It’s about finding out 
what their struggles are, versus what we 
assume their struggles to be.” 

Like the Brennans, International 
MOVE coordinator Allison Cleary is no 
stranger to the D.R. She was stationed 
there during her two-year stint in the 
Peace Corps nearly 30 years ago and re- 
turned with MOVE in 2011. 


“When I was in the Peace Corps I 


- was an individual, I was in a village by 


myself, I was young,” Cleary explained. 
“T was getting humbled by the joy of how 
one person might be able to impact things. 
Now it’s more about empowering students 
to explore on their own. We do as much as 
we can to have the students making the 
decisions, making the contacts, doing the 
fundraising; it’s all their ideas and we just 
facilitate.” 

The fundraising aspect has been a 
main component of the students’ prepara- 
tion. The women are on the cusp of reach- 
ing their $6,500 goal, Cleary said. Over 
the past few months, they have raised 
money through “a zillion” events, from 
book sales to clothing swaps, and most re- 
cently through a percentage of sales made 
at Uno Chicago Grill in South Burlington. 

Just as important as financing, 
though, is mental preparedness. The 
women have been discussing what to ex- 
pect — good and bad — at their weekly 
meetings. Topics like cultural sensitivity, 
liberation theology, bathing, eating and 
how to respond to cat calls have all been 
covered. 

All of this came after a competitive 
interview process. The dedication of ev- 
ery applicant was impressive, but the fact 
that no males applied was discouraging, 
Cleary said. McCall hopes that the all-fe- 
male aspect will allow for a sisterly bond 
to form. 


See DOMINICAN REPUBLIC on 
page 11 
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Spooky Stories from St. Michael’s 


By Chelsea Hicking 
Staff Writer 


Looking for a little quiet 
on campus on a Saturday night, 
students can find solace on Mc- 
Carthy’s empty main stage. Or 
so one might think. 

A visitor may not be alone, 
after all. First-year Dylan Rich- 
ard believes that he has experi- 
enced the supernatural there. 

“T thought I saw a slender 
woman in a 1950s style dress, 
short skirt cinched at the waist, 
blue-ish white,” Richard related. 
“She must have been five feet 
back from the door, long black 


hair framing her face and cut at. 


an angle. I did a double-take; I 
didn’t want to believe that it was 
happening. I look again and she’s 
still there, and it looks like she’s 
looking right at me.” 

Richard had been using the 
quiet theater to make a phone 
call. The stage was set for last se- 
mester’s production of “Crimes 
of the Heart.” Frightened and 
nervous as anyone might be, 
Richard calmly left the build- 
ing without looking back at the 
stage. He said he did not want to 
upset the presence. 

Dylan Richard is not the 
only member of the St. Michael’s 
College community who claims 
to have had a weird or paranor- 
mal experience on campus. Sev- 
eral rumors of ghosts haunting 
college buildings have surfaced 
over the years, many of which 
are well known by students. 
Some of these stories have been 
reported in past issues of The 


Defender. An October 1989 edi- 
tion told a story of a nun haunt- 
ing the now abandoned Herrouet 
Theater on north campus. The 
article included reports of stu- 
dents claiming to have seen her 
walking through brick walls. 
Supposedly, she still haunts the 
theater department and may cur- 
rently inhabit McCarthy Arts 
Center. When she is seen, she’s 
always wearing her habit. This 
is therefore not likely to be the 
same presence witnessed by 
Richard. 

Sophomore Craig Resendes 
works with the theater depart- 
ment, and is aware of sightings 
of Sister Sarah, the nun from 
Herrouet Theater. According 
to Resendes, an assistant man- 
ager and a stage crew member 
reported seeing a woman in the 
scene shop during tech week last 
semester. Resendes believes this 


to have been Sister Sarah, but it - 


is uncertain whether the appear- 
ance of this woman matched that 
of the nun or the woman seen by 
Richard. 

Resendes also mentioned 
that on the first day of techni- 
cal rehearsals for “Crimes of the 
Heart,” one of the two students 
setting up reported seeing a little 
boy in the theater. They investi- 
gated but didn’t find anything. 

There was another story 
about Sister Sarah on north cam- 
pus, in the October 25, 2000, is- 
sue of The Defender. One day, 
the paper reported, several peo- 
ple on campus heard bells ring- 
ing, the sound coming from the 
chapel. Curious, they discovered 


that the Herrouet Theater was on 
fire. After the fire was put out, 
the chapel was investigated. No 
bells were found. Many consid- 
ered this clanging alert to have 
been the doing of Sister Sarah. 
Students have reported other 
ghostly events in past issues of 
The Defender, including the story 
of a heart-broken widow haunting 
Prevel Hall and a satanic séance 
in the Joyce Hall attic. — 
Professor of photography 
Jordan Douglas shared stories of 
yet another ghostly presence on 


north campus. A ghost known as 


Cy Sloane, said to haunt the dark 
room, has been a running joke 
among photography students. 
“There are so many things 
in the dark room that can change 
how your experience goes, so 


many variables,” Douglas said. 
“There are so many ways that 
things can go wrong, but it does 
seem like sometimes you can’t 
do anything right.” 

Douglas told of one instance 
when a student was developing 
film. The student had placed 
the film and metal reels inside 
a chemical-filled tank, which 


-must be done in complete dark- 


ness. She then momentarily left 
the dark room. There was no one 
else around. When she returned 
to the room, the student found 
the film and reels out of the tank, 
being destroyed by the light. 
Douglas said he would be 
able to explain the situation if the 
top had simply come off, as that 
sometimes can happen if the lid 
on the tank is placed the wrong 


way. But as for the film and reels 
being found outside of the tank, 
he is perplexed. Douglas said he 
could not imagine anyone inten- 
tionally destroying a student’s 
work by taking the film out of 
the tank. 

If there is a ghost, Douglas 


added, it must have a sense of - 


humor. It seems to be causing 
mischief to make students work 


harder than they would other- 


wise need to. é, 

Several more campus ghost 
stories can be found at http:// 
smcunexplained.blogspot.com. 
The author is listed as “Michael.” 
No other information is given 
about the creator of this site. 





Photo Illustrations by Dan Evarts 


St. Michael’s north campus chapel is supposedly haunted. Cold air rushes in to the abandoned building 


through a broken window. 











THE DEFENDER * Tuesday, February 28, 2012 ® Vol. 31, Issue No. 2 





FEATURES 





Dominican Republic 


Continued from page 9 


This non-traditional spring break 
isn’t all work and no play, though. In fact, 
the trip is meant to be just as rewarding as 
it is giving. Volunteers are constantly sur- 
rounded by the village children, Cleary 
said, many of whom are eager to help 
out by holding a level or placing a cinder 
block. In the evenings, cards and domi- 
noes are a crowd staple, and meringue 
music blasts throughout the villages. 

Erin Bodin, assistant director of 
MOVE, and last year’s trip coordinator 
and said it is the interaction with locals 
that makes each trip uniquely wonderful. 

“Last year, we were able to call a 
meeting of all the women in the village 
so that we could really hear their stories,” 
Bodin recalled. “The men will often be 
the ones that answer questions and that’s 
great, but we really wanted to hear from 
‘the women, ‘What are the challenges?’ 
“What are the joys from living in this 
community?’ ‘What do you want for Your 
children?” 

‘Bodin -explained that many of the 
women had high hopes for their children, 


but more immediate needs, like a better 


irrigation system to achieve the promise 
of sustainable agriculture; took prece- 
dence. Ay 

“Tt was one of the most amazing ex- 
periences of my life just to have this op- 
portunity to share with women from a 
totally different community; to really see 
what their hopes are, but also what the 
challenges are; to see how forward think- 
ing they are, but still there are just these 
basic needs,” Bodin said. 

Cleary, too, cited the need for bisie 
provisions, referring to a young girl who 
would crochet purses in the doorway of 
her home all day instead of attending high 
school because she couldn’t afford her 
asthma medication. 

And while Vermont volunteers are 
subject to the hardships of Dominican 
locals, they bear witness to significant 
progress as well. Tom and Diane Bren- 


nan “semi-adopted” a pair of premature 


4-month-old twins during a vacation to 
the D.R. 14 years ago. 

“We’ve been able to follow them 
through the years. Each time we go we 
make sure we have a visit and bring them 


little things and make sure that they’re do- 
ing OK,” Diane said. 

“Tt was an exciting first trip,’ Tom 
added. “We fell in love at the drop of a 
hat, and it was clear to us that we had to 
keep going back.” 

~ Bodin said she hopes the trip will in- 
spire the same commitment to service for 
this year’s group. 








“What I think is so wonderful about 
the Dominican trip is that you see an 
organization that is doing something 
that feels right. It feels like this is now a 
Dominican-run organization,” she said. 
“They’re still not where they want to be, 
but certainly there are communities that 
are starting to thrive.” 


Photos courtesy of Allison Cleary 
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Continued from page | 


“which is kind of a bum- 
mer.” Taylor suggested that “see- 
ing student works-in-progress 
would allow for prospective stu- 
dents to really see what the art 
department is about and see its 
charm.” 

Alicia Pacelli, class of 2011, 
said she had planned her own 
tour of Sloane as a prospective 
student in anticipation of declar- 
ing an art major. 

“My parents thought it was 
run-down, and my mom said, 
‘It’s a mile away from campus!” 
Pacelli recalled. “But I liked that it 
was run-down and sketchy. I was 
drawn to it in this odd way I can’t 
explain. You can hear the floor- 
boards creaking, and I loved the 
bathrooms.” 

Even now, five years later, 
Pacelli describes Sloane as “haunt- 
ed, mysterious and deserted.” 

“Tt was weird but we loved 
it. We had a special bond be- 
tween all the art majors,” Pacelli 
said. “Sloane was just our place. 
It felt isolating, but in an empow- 
ering way. As an artist you feel 
like you have a reign over the 
place.” 

Senior art major Chris 
Provenzano agreed that “Sloane 
being up here is perfect for the 
art department. It’s OK for the 


Finding Solace in Sloa 


building “not to be nice,” he said. 

McCarthy’s current pieces 
inlude a massive jellyfish weav- 
ing through the bold, dark out- 
line of a person; two skeletons 
molded together sharing bones; 
and a pointing, detailed finger 
piercing through a contrasted 
day-and-night background. Half- 
filled tubes of acrylic paint are 
scattered around the studio. 

“T get along with it pretty 
well,” she said. 

Delicately adding colorful 
detail to the jellyfish’s tentacles, 
McCarthy said her artist’s state- 
ment for her April 3 showcase 
focuses on “naturalism and 
surrealism.” Bright colors are a 
common theme, with oranges, 
pinks and blues composing the 
foreground of her paintings. 
The backgrounds range in deep 
greens with blended dark and 
light brush strokes. 

Provenzano confesses, “I’m 
kind of a nut 
about being in 
here.” He said he 
tries to spend at 
least five hours 
a day in his tiny 
studio behind 
McCarthy’s. 

Estimating 
that he spends be- 
tween 40 and 60 
hours per week 
in his tiny studio 
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behind McCarthy’s, Provenzano 
said Sloane’s distance from main 
campus is a benefit. 

Provenzano who lives in the 
200 townhouses, said he often 
walks to Sloane, and likes his 
work space separate from main 
campus. 

“IT really appreciate being 
able to come up here and not see 
people for hours,” he said. 

-Provenzano’s senior show- 


_case features oil paintings de- 


picting individuals with only 
their skin as the prominent vi- 
sual feature. 

- “Tt’s a project on skin and 
the history of oil paint being 
sustainable,” he said. “I’d like 


Top left: Senior Jenna McCarthy works on her senior showcase ; cen 
ings hang off a window in Sloane; bottom left: McCarthy from afar; center left: senior art major Chris 
Provenzano works on his senior showcase ; top right: McCarthy focuses as she paints a jellyfish ; center: 
Sloane Hall on north campus; center right: the men’s bathroom in Sloane; far right Center: McCarthy’s 
palette; bottom right: Provenzano’s paintings showcase individuals with only skin as the visual feature. 


people to ask themselves, 
‘why is this person blocking 
out everything but the skin?’ 
I like the fact that people have 
come in here and asked me if 
I’m going to finish them be- 
cause that’s what I’m doing— 
not finishing them.” 

The subjects in Provenz- 
ano’s paintings are ordinary. 
people who have no idea 
they’ve wound up in his paint- 
ings. Using crowds he pho- 
tographed while in Manhat- 
tan’s Zuccotti Park during the 


‘Occupy Wall Street protests 


there last fall, he works on 
painting each individual’s fea- 
tures from the printed photos. 





is Photos by Liz Ken 


te Lynne Anderson’s paint- 


~ 


“T like not knowing who the 
people are,” he said. 

His paintings — some of 
which reach nearly seven feet 
tall — share a similar neutral 
gray background with one per- 
son or crowds of people present 
only in skin. The clothing worn 
by the individuals melts into the 
background, painted in the same 
gray, causing separated and dis- 
tanced limbs to float in a sea of 
neutral color. For his showcase, 
Provenzano suggested he might 
paint one canvas only gray. 

Provenzano stretches his 
own canvases and makes his own 
wooden frames for his paintings 
to save money. 

“T spend most of my money 
on this shit,” he said, referring 
to his materials. “Since Septem- 
ber I’ve spent $600 to $700 on 
paint.” 

Provenzano said he plans 
to work ata_gallery in New 
York City next year and enroll 
in graduate school for fine arts, 
possibly at Hunter University 
or the School of Visual Arts in 
Manhattan the following fall. 

“Making art gets in the way 





of daily life and daily life gets in 
the way of making art,’ Pacelli 
said between sips of peppermint 
tea in her Burlington apartment. 
Her astronomy collection of 
splatter-painted black canvases of 
nebulae and galaxies were on dis- 
play at City Market in downtown 
Burlington throughout February. 

Five months into an 
11-month stint with AmeriCorps 
at Burlington’s Committee on 
Temporary Shelter family shel- 
ter, Pacelli said she paints with 
the children living in the shelter 
when she can and continues to 
paint and “doodle” on her own 
when she finds time. 

“[’m constantly contacting 
businesses asking them to dis- 
play my art,” Pacelli said. “The 
point of having it in City Market 
is to get my name out there. Ev- 
eryone in Burlington is an artist, 
I have a lot of competition.” 
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Clockwise from top: seaweed salad, california rolls, chicken teriyaki ramen ; the HJ House dining area. 


Blinded 


By Rachel Stone 
Features Editor 


The neon glow beaming from the end 
of the dark street fostered good vibes as 
we approached the door. The HJ House, 
located on St. Paul Street in Burlington, 
warmly welcomed us with a Japanese cui- 
sine made casual by the BYOB option, but 
quickly spoiled our appetites as we tasted 
the fare that diminished those initial good 
vibes. 

Paper napkins and silver utensils 
were placed on the table we had chose as 
most distant from the only other party in 
the dining room. The waitress delivered a 
pair of small plastic cups for the bottle of 
Andre champagne we chose to bring. 

The items on the menu were some- 
what standard, but it seemed that the vari- 
ety of appetizers, sushi and sashimi, and 
soup options would enable each of us to 
find something that satisfied. However, 
one section seemed intriguing. Below the 
soup options, a list headlined, “Ramen,” 
offered a handful of mysterious, yet entic- 
ing, options for an entrée. 

As avid sushi eaters, we asked for an 
order of the hot and spicy California rolls 
to start. We also made a bold move and 
went for the seaweed salad. I had never 


ights: The HJ 


tried seaweed salad, but its fresh yet salty 
flavor and slightly chewy texture was de- 
lectable and set high expectations for the 
ramen. 

I settled on the chicken teriyaki 
ramen option and insisted my boyfriend, 
John, order the HJ Deluxe ramen. We 
placed the order and hoped for the best. 

After clearing the appetizers, our 
waitress placed large bowls and small 
soup ladles in front of us. The look on 
John’s face was blunt — we were both 
thinking that maybe this wasn’t the right 
decision for our Thursday night out. 

Limp pieces of some leafy ingredi- 
ent swam among the ramen noodles in 
the salty, watered-down broth. Alongside, 
pieces of chicken marinated in a ques- 
tionable teriyaki sauce resembled rubber 
more than poultry. Each bowl was also 
garnished with one half of a gray-colored 
hard-boiled egg, so unappealing that we 
not only discarded them, but covered the 
“eggs” with napkins to remove them from 
our sight. 

Don’t fall too hard for the BYOB op- 
tion or the unintentionally witty innuendo 
in the name HJ House. The soothing pink 
and purple lighting and the positive sea- 
weed salad experience compensated only 





Although we both were leaving hun- 
gry and disturbed, we didn’t have the 
heart to show it. Claiming he was look- 
ing forward to the leftovers later, John 
asked for his soup to be put in a take away 
container. In reality, the soup was gently 
placed on the cement surface in the park- 
ing garage on Bank Street and never made 
it home to the refrigerator to become our 








House 


midnight snack. For the next time we 
treat ourselves to a night out, a bit more - 
research beforehand will help avoid those 
misleading good vibes caused by enchant- 
ing neon lights. 





Photos by Rachel Stone 


slightly for our disappointing ramen dish. Hardboiled eggs were removed from entreés out of dislike. 
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By Rachel Stone 
Features Editor 


At the beginning of this school year, 
townhouse fever infected our corner of 
the 100s, and because drastic impulse is a 
common symptom, we purchased a char- 
coal grill from Lowe’s just up the road. 
For the first couple of weeks, nearly ev- 
ery meal spiraled into some variation of 
a summertime block party. Eventually, it 
became too chilly to eat on the outdoor fu- 
ton and the ritual of blackening our hands 
with charcoal and propane before every 
meal had lost its appeal. 

As a nosy neighbor with a strong 
sense of smell, very few of the dishes 
Stirred up next door get by me without 
investigation. Now that grilling has be- 
come only an occasional weekend activ- 
ity, the crafty cuisine of 108’s residents 
has become more casual while comically 
reinforcing stereotypes about men in the 
kitchen. 

Last week, John Bock and Trevor 
Crawford whipped up a couple of their fa- 
vorites for a Monday night dinner. 

Two tortillas blanketing nearly an en- 












pony 
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Trevor Crawford’s “Cheesey Turkey Sticky Rice.” 


Rots 


Shredded cheese is layerd onto tortillas with chicken breast. 
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tire bag of Mexican shredded cheese and 
a couple of previously cooked chicken 
strips baked in the oven for about 15 min- 
utes as Bock constructed his (practically) 
nightly chicken quesadilla. He checked 
the oven periodically, keeping an eye on 
the browning edges to gauge when the 
delicacy was done. 

Once the cheese had melted and be- 
gan seeping out of the tortilla and onto 
the cooking sheet, Bock reached for his 
makeshift potholders — which are, in real- 
ity, small, pink kitchen towels that I am 
sure he stole from my house next door — 
and removed the pan from the oven. 

In an unsuccessful attempt to trans- 
port the quesadilla from pan to plate, he 
lost a few chunks of cheesey chicken. 
After slicing the circle into four parts, 
stacking the slices on top of each other, 
and blending some salsa with sour cream 
on the side, Bock’s casual quesadilla was 
ready for consumption. 

But he indulged in his creation alone, 
occupying the only chair at the table. 
Hung on the wall beside him were imag- 


es of Martin Luther King Jr. and Ronald 


‘A chicken and cheese quesadilla with salsa and sour cream. 


Reagan, while he also shared the space 
with an extra-large glass water pitcher 
from IHOP and a few “wounded soldiers” 
that remained after the long weekend. 
The table dressed with a red plastic snow- 
man tablecloth and Snooki chirping about 
“meatball problems” on the television en- 
hanced the casual mood. 

“On the weekends we grill all-to- 
gether!” Bock shouted in retaliation when 
I pointed out that the single chair at the 
table implied he must eat most dinners by 
himself. “But I make this every night, and 
it never ceases to amaze me,” he added, 
pointing to his chicken quesadilla. 

Meanwhile, his roommate, Craw- 
ford, surveyed the options in his refrigera- 
tor and settled upon what he likes to call, 
“Cheesey Turkey Sticky Rice.” Crawford 
boiled water in a medium saucepan that he 
used to steam a plastic bag of brown rice. 
Once the rice was tender and drained, he 
poured it into a plastic container and man- 
ually (and resourcefully) “ground” pieces 
of his deli turkey by crushing the thin 
slices with a fork and mixing it in with the 
carb. He added a tablespoon of butter and 


a generous handful of shredded cheddar 
cheese that melted over the other ingredi- 
ents as the rice continued to steam. 

While sprinkling bacon bits on his 
cheesey concoction, Crawford said with 
confidence, “My No. 1 optimal date is 
cooking for a girl.” 

Any takers, ladies? I’m sure it’s low- 
cal. 

Having been offered a bite, I can con- 
firm that this questionable combination 
is actually quite comforting for a Febru- 
ary evening, despite being served in a 
Tupperware container. 

It is fascinating to observe the differ- 
ences between male and female habits that 
so clearly reveal themselves in adjoining 
living spaces. The clutter that would not 
stand a chance in our house contributed 
appropriately to the ambiance of this col- 
lege men’s den. To each his, or her, own. 

One thing for sure is that cheese is 
cheese — its inclusion in any kitchen cre- 
ation has some mysterious ability to con- 
sistently please, in the form of a casual 
quesadilla or even Cheesy Turkey Sticky 
Rice. 


Photos by Rachel Stone 


MUN STE i 


John Bock eating a quesadilla in his townhouse. 
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Thao Uong 


Looking for some style inspiration? 
_ Who needs a fashion icon when you have 
a mom? 

Clothing has a crazy way of mak- 
ing a popular resurgence, returning to the 
fashion strata decades after its inevitable 
trend-pocalypse. This resurrection hap- 
pens-constantly as designers delve into the 
archives, drawing on what seems:like an 
ancient epoch to incite the creation of a 
contemporary collection. 

Those intricately beaded chiffon 
-dresses you saw this New Year’s evoke 
memories of glamorous flappers doing the 
charleston in the very same garb. Except 
modernity mandates a shorter hem, of 
course. I attribute the Art Deco revival to 
the hype around Baz Lurhmann’s screen 
adaptation of “The Great SES set to 
release around Christmas. 








4 If you want your 
clothes to outlive 
you, forget the fads. 
Instead, seek out 
classic pieces that 
attest to the staying 
power of a style. 9 











The all too familiar high-waisted- 
pant-cropped-top phenomenon finds its 
roots in the punked-out ’80s and grungy 
90s. A short-cut, jersey cotton baby tee 
paired well back then with biker denim and 
rock star jeans. They made their way into 
the mainstream market and permeated the 
apparel landscape, until the trend hit the 
saturation point and was replaced by ultra- 
low-rise flares and tunic-length henleys, 
signaling a new era. Ugh, the 2000s. 

So if fashion is doomed to repeat it- 
self in a cercle vicieux, wouldn’t it be wise 
to just hoard all your clothes so that you 
can re-wear them in twenty years? To 


|WHAT'S OLD IS NEW AGAIN 


. 


make your life a little bit easier and a little 
less cluttered, you may opt to rummage 


through your mom’s old wardrobe. And if. 


you're feeling particularly audacious, your 
grandmother’s. 

Hear me out. Style periods take about 
two decades to reappear and reincorporate 
into modern fashion. We are now in the 


2010s, so trends from the 1990s (denim 


obsession, embrace of minimalism) 1970s 
(hot pants, platform shoes), and 1950s 
(curvy silhouette, rompers) should be back 


in. Since our mothers were probably born. 
in the ’50s and early ’60s, they would have » 


been in their fashionable primes in the 
70s. 

Inside the musty boxes flclkedt away. 
in my basement, I’ve discovered a trea- 
sure trove of vintage finds. From diapha- 
nous summer dresses and floral rompers 
to strong-shoulder blazers and rich leather 
boots, my mom had a great sense of style. 

If what you unearth doesn’t fit quite 
right, or if the cut doesn’t fulfill your chic 
tastes, then remake it. My acid wash high- 


rise shorts? Used to be my mom’s jeans 


before I cut off 25 inches from the inseam, 
frayed the leg hems, and sewed them 
back up. Why pay $50 for Urban Renewal 
shorts when you can make them yourself? 


Despite the hours of effort you may invest 
into reconstructing old clothes, rest as- 


sured that no one else on campus would — 
have the same ones (secretly so satishy- 
ing!). 
The question to contemplate, ‘an 
becomes which items to choose. Walk- 


ing along the fine line of vintage wear re- 


wards the dress-savvy, but often, you risk 


‘looking frumpy and outdated rather than — 
sophisticated and forward. If you want 


your clothes to outlive you, forget the fads 
(Double popped collars, anyone?). Instead, 
seek out classic pieces that attest to the 
staying power of a style, like a structured 
wool blazer, double-breasted trench coat, 


and supple leather riding boots. These sta- 
ples transcend the cyclical nature of fash-- 


ion, outlasting years of shifting trends to 
earn an essential place in every closet. 

And one day, your daughter will want 
to wear them, too. 


_ Uong is a senior business major. 
Contact her at tuong@mail.smevt. 
edu to nominate a “ fashionista” 
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Contraception Mandate an Assault on Religious Freedom 





Columnist 





Luke Hollwedel 


In her Feb. 22 Defender column, 
Caitlin Zeytoonian implies that any- 
one opposed to President Obama’s re- 
cent contraceptive/abortifacient man- 
date is a “misogynist” with a “bloated 
religious conscience.” I intend to prove 
the opposite: the mandate is uncon- 
stitutional and therefore one would 
be perfectly reasonable to oppose it. 

The First Amendment says, “Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise. thereof.” 





4 Catholics are mor- 
ally responsible to 
their consciences 
and should not be 
forced to violate 
them. y) 





Catholics cannot, in good conscience, 
use contraceptives or abortifacients like 
the “morning-after pill.” Further, Catholics 
cannot, in good conscience, provide them 
or encourage their use, even if the benefits 
seem to outweigh the costs. Catholics are 
morally responsible to their consciences 
and should not be forced to violate them. 

The argument, then, follows natu- 
rally: the federal government cannot le- 


gitimately restrict the free practice of 
religion, forcing Catholics to violate their 
consciences by mandating that they pro- 
vide contraceptives and abortifacients re- 
stricts the free practice of their religion. 
Therefore, the federal government cannot 
legitimately mandate Catholics to pro- 
vide contraceptives and abortifacients. 

Note that this reasoning works re- 
gardless of one’s position on contracep- 
tion and abortion: one could believe they 





an attack on the ~ 
freedom of religion 
fundamental to this 


country. 


y, 








are either intrinsically evil or that they 
are the obvious solution to a host of so- 
cial problems and still recognize the 
soundness of the argument. Note also 
that exempting Catholic institutions such 
as hospitals and schools does not neces- 
sarily solve the problem: if the mandate 
applies to secular businesses, Catholic 
employers may still be subject to a re- 
striction on the practice of their religion. 
Do not be distracted by the rhetoric 
about this being a women’s health issue. 
This mandate is an attack on the freedom 
of religion fundamental to this country, 
and if it is tolerated, it will not be the last. 


Hollwedel is a junior philosophy 
major. Contact him at lhollwedel@mail. 
smcevt.edu. 


Obama’s “War on the Catholic Church:’ Battle Hymn of the Republicans 





alin Ellis 


Behold! The. angel of death has ar- 
rived. He carries with him a pack of Tro- 
jans, a doctor’s prescription and fistful of 
Plan B. And hell follows with him. 

President Obama has put himself in 
a very precarious position. The devoted 
Catholics who once would have unques- 
tioningly followed a different Democratic 
president into battle now seem apprehen- 
sive of Obama. At least that’s what the 
leaders of this non-taxed organization 
want you to believe. 

Contraception may be a divisive is- 
sue, but it should not be ammunition for 
war. 

The First Amendment says, “Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof.” And so far it 





hasn’t. This contraception debate being 
waged on Capitol Hill has nothing to do 
with religion. It’s about personal choice 
and the right to privacy, if you’re into 
that kind of thing. Women who use birth- 
control aren’t pointing to the heavens and 
mocking Jesus on the car ride to Planned 
Parenthood. 

The argument has been made that 
Catholics should not be forced to use con- 
traceptives. This is a legitimate argument. 
However, the argument becomes void 
when you step back and realize no one 
is forcing contraceptive pills down the 
throats of God-fearing Catholics. All that 
is being asked is that employers and in- 
surance companies offer the birth-control 
option to those who want it. 

The next logical step in the argu- 
ment would be that the Catholic Church 
shouldn’t have to provide birth control 
because it finds it morally indefensible. 
And Obama couldn’t agree more, which 
is why churches don’t have to offer con- 
traception. It’s not like they’ll be handing 
out condoms instead of the Eucharist. The 
churches would merely have to let their 
insurance companies offer contraceptive 
plans. 

When you listen to. people like Rick 
Santorum or Newt Gingrich or any Cath- 














G The contraception 
debate being waged 
on Capitol Hill has 
nothing to do with 
religion. It’s about 
personal choice and 
the right to privacy. 9 











olic priest Fox News chooses to interview, 
you notice a very common theme: old men 
telling women what they can and can- 
not do with their bodies, their privacies 
and their futures. And there’s something 
downright funny about Gingrich telling 
us what’s morally just in a world full of 
heathens. The thrice-married adulterer 
has already broken one of the Bible’s big- 
gest taboos involving that whole “sanctity 
of marriage” thing. But that’s beside’ the 
point. He’s squared himself with his Lord. 
The rest of you sinners? Not so much. 
Clearly, the Catholic Church is infal- 
lible. Its leaders have never been wrong 


before, nor will they be wrong at any point 
until the end of time. So I take their word 
on every detail about my day to day ac- 
tivities. This is why I don’t eat shellfish 
(Leviticus 11:10), why I don’t wear poly- 
ester or any mixed fabrics (Leviticus 
19:19), and why I still have slaves (Leviti- 
cus 25:44-46). And that’s just one book of 
the Bible. You sinners should all go read 
it now. 

Do not be distracted by the rhetoric 
about this being an issue of an entrenched 
religion up against the right hand of Satan 
currently occupying 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. This is not Obama’s war on the Cath- 
olic Church. Rather, this is the Catholic 
Church’s war on Obama. And the terrible 
part is the Catholic Church is willing to 
sacrifice all of us to win that war. 


Ellis is a junior media studies, jour- 
nalism and digital arts double major with | 
political sicence. Contact him at cellis@ 
mail.smcvt.edu. 
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Calendar for February 28 - March 6 


Tuesday, Feb. 28 - Instructor Patrick 
Standen speaking on “A Brief History of Dis- 
ability: A Philosopher’s View” at noon in St. 
Edmund’s Hall, Farrell Room. — 


Wednesday, Feb. 29 - Colman Mc- 
Carthy, director of Washington, DC’s Center 
for Teaching Peace presents “The Case for Non- 
violence.” 7 p.m. in Cheray Science. 


Thursday, March 1- Professor George 
Dameron speaking on “Feeding the Medieval 
Italian City-State: Grain and Political Legiti- 
macy in Tuscan Communes, 1200-1350” at 
noon in St. Edmund’s Hall, Farrell Room. 


Thursday, March 1 - Vincent E. Feeney, 
giving the annual Norbert A. Kuntz Memorial 
Lecture, speaking on “Shamrocks in the Green 
Mountains: Irish Immigration in 19th Century 
Vermont” at 4:30 p.m. in McCarthy Arts Center. 


Thursday, March 1- Eggs for Equality 
meal hosted by Food Justice Club. Featuring local 
ingredients and Vermont cage-free eggs. 6 p.m. in 
the Center for Women and Gender. Tickets are $3. 


° 


Saturday, March 3- Mardi Gras Parade 
at various locations in downtown Burlington. 
Festivities begin at noon and the parade begins at 
3 p.m. Proceeds benefit HOPE Works. 


Horoscopes 


By Natalie DiMaria & Brian Healey 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) It’s too bad you 
only get four tickets to graduation but who are you 
kidding? The family will not be mad about miss- 
ing out on that three hour drive up 89. 


Aries (March 21-April 19) So you’re always the 
loudest person in the room and everyone knows 

it — put that energy to good use and you're going 
places. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20) Bold to give the 
middle part a try this weekend, but it worked 
about as well as Rachel McAdams’ bob in “The 
Vow.” 


Gemini (May 21-June 20) Trade in your sticks 
and the flow for some rackets and a crew cut be- 
cause, let’s face it, tennis is the new hockey. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22) We know you’re 
nervous to go into the gym but just stay 10 feet 
away from the weight room and all Chris Eckles 
types and you should be fine. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Sorry if you feel self-con- 
scious in the library lately because you’re the only 
one without a MacBook Pro, but don’t even get us 
started on the Fujitsus. 
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Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) It’s ok to feel awk- 
ward when you walk by the chapel, Virgo. We all 
know what it means to have 20 porn star followers 
on Twitter. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) The next time we 
come up to you at a party and ask if we can help 
DJ, just let it happen. We'll be over it in about 30 
seconds. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) It’s ok if you didn’t 
quite make it to Turtle Underground this week- 
end. Just tell Adam Messineo and other assorted 
Indies that you can’t remember if the bus is on the 
15 or the 20. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.21) Let us save 
you some time, Alliot Crush freaks: “Dreads’” 
name is Joe Coughlan. And he’s very pleasant. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) It’s been de- 
cided: Yes, Unwinders is hot again because you 
can black out in your yoga pants. 


Aquarius (Jan. 10-Feb. 18) Hey 318, the 

fact that some of your roommates are a family of 
skunks is about as surprising as when they put 
pork in the bread in Alliot. 
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Pete Hanson 


_ The highly anticipated and heavily 
marketed “Act of Valor” is totally worth 
watching — if you’re an action-fiend 
adrenaline monkey. 

The film features active-duty Navy 
SEALS, which makes for very enter- 
taining and seemingly realistic action 
sequences. However, behind their ma- 
chismo attitudes lies mostly sub-par act- 
ing skills. 

“Act of Valor” follows the typical ac- 
tion-movie plot: terrorists are attempting 
to smuggle bombs into the United States 
to cause mass destruction as well as.a 
media frenzy that they hope tear the na- 
tion apart. At times you may think you’re 
watching a Sylvester Stallone directed 


remake. But when the action begins - 


you'll think you’re rolling with the actual 
SEALS themselves. 

The movie offers a chance for the au- 

_ dience to witness authentic deployments 

and in-mission strategy performed by 

the most elite special operations unit in 


COLUMNS 
‘Actof Valor’ Isa Real Rush of Adrenaline 


the U.S. military. Of course, it is only a 
movie but the perceived efficiency of the 
real-life SEALS leads one to believe that 
an actual mission can be played out in a 
similar fashion. 

It is difficult to determine whether 
or not directors Mike McCoy and Scott 
Waugh were attempting to create the next 
“Black Hawk Down” or “We Were Sol- 
diers.” But if they were, they failed. At 
the same time, “Act of Valor” changes the 
way audiences will look at war films. 

Despite the cliché back-stories and 
character conflicts. (for example the wife 
of one of the SEALS is pregnant as he em- 
barks on the mission) every inspirational 
quote still manages to evoke emotion. 
This may be because the actors speak the 











C This innovative 

film certainly 
won't result 
in any Oscar 
nominations for 
acting, but the 
directors probably 
were not shooting 
for that anyway. 9 








Pee. eee eel 
3 


ACT oF 


same way to each other off the camera. 

As the SEAL team travels to parts of 
the world such as Costa Rica and Mexico 
to complete covert missions, its members 
show off the proficiency that makes them 
so effective. 

It’s likely that the Navy allowed 
active SEALS to perform in the film in 
order to promote recruiting efforts. It is 
impossible to look at these real life heroes 
overcoming mission obstacles without 
profound respect for their competence. 

This innovative film certainly won’t 
result.in any Oscar nominations for act- 
ing, but the directors probably were not 
shooting for that anyway. 

The audience gets only a thin idea 
of what the life of an elite soldier abroad 
is about. However, it is enough to get a 
small understanding of the sacrifice they 





make for their families and for their coun- 
try. The willingness to put their lives on 
the line for each other is noble enough to 
make us thank those who have the cour- 
age to fight the world’s evil-doers. 

There are those who watch action- 
packed movies like “300” and “Never 
Back Down” to get riled up for an athletic 
event or for a workout. These adrenaline 
junkies will certainly want to add “Act of 
Valor” to their movie collection. 


Hanson is a senior media studies, 
Journalism and digital arts major. Con- 
tact him at phanson@mail.smcvt.edu. 








Feel Better Fast: Ten Tips for a Healthy Relationship 


By Mary Masson 
Mental Health Task Force 


Ok, Valentine’s Day has come and 
gone. But did you stop and think about 
’ the things that make up a healthy relation- 
ship? We aren’t talking only about roman- 
tic relationships. Consider these tips for 
all of the relationships in your life. They 
will add to your happiness, decrease your 
stress, enable you to be more realistic and 
flexible, and help you care for yourself in 
the process. 

Keep expectations realistic. No one 
can be everything we want him or her to 
be. Healthy relationships mean accept- 
ing people as they are and not trying to 
change them. 

Talk with each other. It can’t be 
said enough — communication is essential 
in healthy relationships. It means taking 


the time both to say what you feel and lis- 
ten to how others feel. Don’t interrupt or 
plan what you are going to say next. Take 
five seconds to listen and interpret what 
your partner is saying to you. 

Be flexible. Most of us try to keep 
people and situations just the way we like 
them to be. It’s natural to feel uncomfort- 
able with change. Healthy relationships 
mean change and growth are allowed, as 
well as feeling uneasy with it at first. 

Take care of you. You may try to 
please those around you in hopes they 
will like you. Don’t forget to please your- 
self. When you are rested, fulfilled and 
content, you can be a better partner to 
those around you. 

Be Dependable. If you make plans 
with someone, follow through. If you 
have an assignment deadline, meet it. If 
you take on a responsibility, complete it. 
Healthy relationships are trustworthy. 


Fight fair. ALL relationships have 
some conflict. It helps them grow. Dis- 
agreeing with something or someone 
doesn’t mean you don’t like each other. 
When a problem arises, set a time to talk 
about it, attack the problem (not each oth- 
er) and come up with potential solutions 
together. Don’t assign feelings to the is- 
sues and don’t criticize each other, stay on 
topic and ask for help if you need it. 

Show your warmth. Emotional 
warmth involves taking the time to state 
how you value your partner. 

Keep your life balanced. Other peo- 
ple help make our lives satisfying but they 
can’t create that satisfaction for us. Only 
you can fill your life. Don’t overload on 
activities but stay involved. 

It’s a process. Sometimes it looks 
like everyone else on campus is confident 
and connected. Actually, most people feel 
just like you feel, wondering how to fit in 


and have good relationships. Take this all 
in small steps and enjoy all the small ways 
relationships can bring joy to your life. 

Be yourself. It’s much easier and 
more fun to be you than to pretend to be 
something or someone else. 

Healthy relationships are made up 
of real people with real issues. We take 
the good with the bad and help each oth- 
er along the way. So, next time you see 
your boyfriend, girlfriend, roommate, 
boss, sibling or professor, stop and reflect 
on the positive attributes you share with 
them. And pat yourself on the back for 
caring enough to continue working on 
your own growth and your relationship 
with those you care about. 
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Women’s Tennis Undefeated and on Top of NE-10 


By Greer Lemnah 
Staff Writer 


It is so quiet you can hear 
a tennis ball drop. Unlike the 
noisy and chaotic atmosphere 
of a lacrosse or hockey practice, 
the members of the St. Michael’s 
women’s tennis team hone their 
skills in a tranquil environment. 
There are no squeals or grunts 
like those heard when watching 
Maria Sharapova or Serena Wil- 
liams compete on television. 


As junior Jean-Marie Mc-. 


Grath and freshman Hannah 
Benoit volley, their focus is 
evident. The only sounds in the 
Tarrant Recreation Center are 
from the neon green tennis balls 
as they pop against rackets, cre- 
ating a steady beat as the team 
practices for the spring season. 
The women, who played 
half their matches in the fall, are 


sitting in first place in the North-. 


east-10 Conference at a perfect 
7-0 in conference play and 7-1 
overall. 

With three upperclassmen 
studying abroad, the fall proved 
to be a tough test for the six 
freshmen, but they didn’t dis- 
appoint. Two of them, Caroline 
Martin and Caroline Toutoungi, 
were the team’s top singles play- 


ers last semester. 

“Sometimes there is pres- 
sure,” Martin said. “You really 
want to perform, but at the same 
time I realize I’m only a fresh- 
man. I just want to get as much 
out of the first year.” 

After a  “deer-in-head- 
lights” loss to Endicott in their 
first match, the young squad 
rebounded well, according to 
coach Greg Cluff. 

“We drove to the University 
of New Haven the next weekend 
and were a completely different 
team,” Cluff said. 

At New Haven, the women 
registered a 9-0 win over the 
Chargers, with four freshmen 
earning their first win at the col- 
lege level. 

The momentum from the 
fall carried over to this season. 
The Purple Knights posted a 9-0 
win over American International 
College on Feb. 18 and a 7-2 vic- 
tory over Merrimack College 
on Feb. 25. The lineup differed 
from last semester’s, as two of 
the returnees from abroad, Em- 
ily Magee and Alex Dalton, 
were in the first and third spots, 
respectively. 

Coach Cluff said the team is 
still figuring out what the lineup 


will be, but he is pleased with his 
options. “We have five freshmen 
with a lot of experience, which is 
great.” 


The competition for lineup 
spots could get interesting. 
“There is no tension when 


an underclassman plays a higher 





Photo by Jean-Marie McGrath 


Freshman Caroline Martin readies a return against Merrimack Univ- 


eristy on Feb. 25. 
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position on the team,” said senior 
captain Emily Ogilvy. “We want 
to put our best team out there for 
every match.” 
After being picked fifth in 
the Northeast-10 Conference 
preseason coaches’ poll, the 
team’s hopes are high for the 
spring season. “We would like to 
go to the playoffs and the NCAA 


“tournament, which we missed 


last year,’ Ogilvy said. 

~ Freshman Michelle Moreau 
echoed those sentiments. “We'd 
like to go far in the NE-10 and ~ 
maybe the NCAAs,” she said. “I 
think we have a good chance.” 

A good test of their chanc- _ 
es will come over spring break — 
when the team travels to Florida 
for four matches. The bonding 
and the opportunity to face un- 
familiar opponents are the fin- 
ishing touches the team needs: 
before the long spring season. 

“We play a lot of universi- 
ties we never play, and the com- 
petition is much better,’ Ogilvy 
said. . 

_ In their first match after — 
break, the women will host Adel- 
phi University, which placed 
third in the preseason poll, mak- 
ing the March 24 match an early 
challenge for the Purple Knights. 





When Michael Harding was 
named head coach of the St. Mi- 
chael’s men’s basketball team in 
the spring of 2010, he was be- 
hind in the recruiting game. On 
a tip from a prep school coach 
about an uncommitted 6 feet 1 
inch guard, Harding went to an 
open-gym at The Winchendon 
School in Massachusetts. One 
player stood out and Harding of- 
fered him a full scholarship after 
the day’s games were over. 

“On the tip of the first game 
I ever saw him play, where there 
probably was at least halfa dozen 
scholarship Division I players, he 
dove across and dribbled so hard 
with his left and went to pull-up 
for a jump shot and the center 
was running by and he dropped 
it off for a layup, And I was like, 
“Wow, this guy looks like he re- 
ally knows how to play.” 


That player was Mike 
Holton Jr, the team’s leading 
scorer the past two seasons. 
Holton, whose father played in 
the NBA for four teams, was un- 
signed largely because he broke 
his left hand during his prep year 
at The Winchendon School. 

In less than two years as 
head coach, Harding has es- 
tablished himself as a premier 
recruiter in the Northeast-10 
Conference. He has success- 
fully recruited two talented 
classes of players — headlined by 
All-Conference first team selec- 
tion Holton. Of this season’s six 
freshman, four received signifi- 
cant playing time. Of course, 
there are growing pains when a 
team is so young. 

“T would say for about half 
the game, we have about three 
or four freshmen on court at 


the same time,” Harding said. 
“There are moments when ev- 
eryone without a whole lot of 
basketball knowledge can see 
that there’s some talent. At any 
given moment it can fall apart.” 

Despite missing the playoffs 
this season, Harding has recruit- 
ed significant pieces who can de- 
velop together over the next two 
seasons. Holton will continue 
to be the offensive catalyst and 
is on course to finish among the 
top-10 scorers in St. Michael’s 
history. Freshman point guard 
Corey Crawford made visible 
strides this season and ended up 
being the team’s second-leading 
scorer. 

Freshman center James 
Cambronne might already be 
the team’s most talented player. 
Despite playing limited minutes, 
he was fifth in the conference 


Harding Making Headway 


in blocked shots and 
fourth on the team in 
points per game. 
Harding’s recruit- 
ment of players spans 
the east coast. Class 
of 2016 recruits Greg 
Grippo and Daniel 
Dixon hail from New 
Jersey and Virginia, 


respectively. 
Grippo can be 
found on YouTube box- 


jumping onto 62 inches 
of tires. Dixon’s high- 
light tape shows. him 
scoring on an array of 
jump shots. Each ap- 
pears like players ca- 
pable of stepping into significant 
roles once he arrives on campus 
in the fall. 

Harding’s recruiting prow- 
ess is sure to pay dividends in 





the coming years. It is important 
that St. Michael’s fans, students 
and alumni recognize the skill- 
ful job he has done at rebuilding 
the program so quickly. 
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Men’s Tennis: A ‘Pack of Lions’ 


By Jean-Marie McGrath 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s men’s ten- 
nis team played tough matches 
on the indoor tennis courts in 
the Tarrant Recreation Center on 
Feb. 23 preparing for a challeng- 
ing season ahead. 





Anyone running on the 
track during the men’s practice 
would have felt the competition 
on the courts. Each player was 
focusing on different aspects of 
his game, inching his way to- 
wards success. 


Once the practice ended, 


however, onlookers would find 
the men jokingly practicing an 
in-between-the-leg shot — with 
little success. 
_ The team kicked off its sea- 
- son two days later at home with 
a loss against Merrimack. Their 
record now stands at 3-2 in the 
Northeast-10 Conference and 
4-2 overall. The Purple Knights 
were pegged to finish seventh in 
the NE-10 Conference in the pre- 
season coaches’ poll. 
Sophomore Nick Bosco is 
the team’s No. 1 player. Bosco, 
who went 3-2 in singles play dur- 
ing the fall portion of the sched- 


. how, 


ule, is confident in the team’s 
prospects for the spring. “The 
team this year is like a pack of 
lions, with a single heartbeat, 
traveling the NE-10 conference,” 
Bosco said. 


Senior co-captain Brian 


- Healey, who went 4-1 in singles 


play, said that while the men 
played easier teams in the fall, 
those four wins helped their con- 
fidence on the court. “The most 
important aspect of our team is 


_ our team chemistry,’ Healey 


said. “We have a really good 
flow going on, which is defi- 
nitely our biggest strength right 


” 





Senior co-captain Sam 
Cieplicki agreed the team’s suc- 
cess so far this year is due to the 
great chemistry the team has on 
and off the court. “We have fun 
while holding everyone account- 
able to do their best,” Cieplicki 
said. 

To maintain that sense of 
enjoyable intensity the team has 
been playing more intra-squad 
matches. Coach Kevin Lizzo is 
a strong believer in the power of 
match play in a practice setting. 

“There is no other simula- 


tion for match play,” Lizzo said. 
“You can do drills all day, but 
nothing compares to actually 
playing a match. There are good 
tennis players and then there are 
good match players. We want to 
be good match players.” 
Heightening the level of 
competition further, junior Lyle 


Nichols joined the team this se- 


mester. He will have to work 
his way onto the ladder through 
challenge matches. 

“T joined freshman year but 
then decided not to play any- 
more,” Nichols said. “It’ll take 
some time to figure out where 
Pll play, but ’'m looking forward 
to it.” 

Lizzo suggested that the 
team has a strong chance of not 
only reaching the playoffs, but 
continuing to win once it gets 
there. 

Cieplicki also expressed 
hope that he can end his final 
season in the playoffs. “Last year 
making playoffs came down 
to a match against Assumption 






which we didn’t get,” Cieplicki 
said. “We just have to improve 
each match. I think we’ll make 
ite 





Photos by Jean-Marie McGrath 


Top: Nick Bosco swings against Merrimack University on Feb. 25. Bottom: Sam Cieplicki regroups. 








KNIGHTCAP: 


Winter Edition 


Women’s Basketball 
The women qualified for 
the playoffs with a 72-60 victory 


in their regular season finale on - 


Feb. 21 against Southern New 
Hampshire University. Five 
Purple. Knights scored in double 
figures, led by junior Nicole 
Adach’s 18 points. . 

On Feb. 25, the team trav- 
eled to the College of St. Rose 
for a first-round playoff game. 
Junior Megan Olsen scored 15 
points off the bench and Adach 
added 11 to lead the team, but it 
wasn’t enough as they fell, 51- 
49. 

Three seniors played their 
final games for St. Michael’s: 
Coreen Hennessy, Caitlin Quinn 
and Samantha Steinmetz. 

The team finished the sea- 
son 12-15 overall and 9-13 in the 
Northeast-10 Conference. 


Men’s Basketball 

Freshman Corey Crawford 
scored 13 points and grabbed 6 
rebounds, leading the men to a 
season-ending 59-48 win over 
visiting Southern New Hamp- 
shire University on Feb. 21. The 
team made 10 3-pointers on 44 
percent shooting. 

Senior Tyler Schilling 
pulled down eight rebounds. He 
passed Rich Tarrant, ’65, for fifth 
on the all-time St. Michael’s re- 
bounding chart and finished his 
career with 886 boards. 

Seniors Schilling and Tom 
Ward ended their careers with a 
victory. 

The Purple Knights fin- 
ished the season 11-15 overall 
and 10-12 in conference play. 


Women’s Ice Hockey 

The women lost twice over 
the weekend in the ECAC Open 
Tournament. On Saturday, they 
were blanked by The College of 
Holy Cross 3-0. Goalie Erin Ste- 
vens made 38 saves. 

In the third-place consola- 





tion game on Sunday, they lost 
to Sacred Heart University by a 
score of 2-0. 

The team will graduate four 
seniors: Kelly McDonald, Ki- 
era Nelligan, Casey Yelton and 
Madelena Santore. 

’ The team finished the sea- 
son 3-22-1 overall and 2-15-1 in 
conference play. 


Men’s Ice Hockey 

On Saturday, the men trav- 
eled to St. Anselm for a North- 
east-10 semifinal matchup. They 
lost 1-0 on a first period goal. 
Goalie Dan McGuirk made 29 
saves for the Purple Knights. 

Brady Earle was the lone se- 
nior on the team. 

The Ice Knights ended the 
season 6-18-2 overall, 3-14-1 in 
the ECAC East, and 2-3-1 in the 
Northeast-10 Conference. 


Swimming & Diving 

The squads finished their . 
seasons over the weekend of Feb. 
17-19 at their conference cham- 
pionships. 

Senior Eileen Mullowney 
was named the Northeast-10 
swimmer of the week. 

Senior Dan Healy landed on 
the Northeast-10 Honor Roll for 
the sixth time this season. 

The women finished the 
season 5-4 overall. 

The men ended the season 
2-8 overall. 


Skiing 

The skiing teams finished 
their regular seasons on Satur- 
day at the Middlebury College 
Carnival. St. Michael’s finished 
10th out of 16 teams with 295.5 _ 
points. The University of Ver- 
mont won the competition. Se- 
niors included Nathan Bryant, 
Ashley Langlands, JD Levine, 
Kevin O’Brien, Sam Martell and 
Robert Sitzer. 
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Burlington. 


By Alan Cunningham 
Staff Writer 


After the final buzzer 
sounded, St Michael’s senior 
Brady Earle made his way to the 
visiting locker room at the Sul- 
livan Arena on the St. Anselm 
College campus in New Hamp- 
shire. The men’s ice hockey team 
had just lost its last game of the 
season to the Hawks in an NE- 
10 semi-final matchup on Feb. 
25. For Earle, however, the loss 
marked the last game of his col- 
lege hockey career. 

The mood in the locker 
room was somber, as head coach 
Chris Davidson thanked the lone 
senior for his four years of ser- 
vice. 

“T have no one to share the 
feelings with, whether my last 
game’s a win or my last game’s 
a loss,” Brady Earle had said be- 
fore his last game. “It’s just me. 
Everyone else is coming back 
next year.” 

His senior night was a game 
against UMass Boston on Feb. 
18. Earle was recognized before 
the game for his accomplish- 
ments on and off the ice. The 5-1 
loss marked the first time in the 
forward’s four years playing for 


eI) Bye-Bye, 


Brady 
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Brady Earle preparing for his last practice at Cairns Arena in South 


the Purple Knights that both of 
his parents were in attendance. 

As difficult as Earle’s situ- 
ation may be at times, he does 
his best not to let his teammates 
know. 

“He lets his presence be 
known,” junior captain Josh 
Geary said. “I haven’t noticed 
that there’s one senior because 
he has such an impact on our 
team.” 

Earle, a senior accounting 
major with a triple minor in fi- 
nance, economics and business, 
has never missed a game, or even 
a practice for that matter. On 
Valentine’s Day, the Columbia, 
Md., native played in his 100th 
game at St. Michael’s, a feat he 
has seen only one other player 
accomplish. He is also the only 
member of the current team to 
have won a Northeast-10 Confer- 
ence championship. His fresh- 
man year, St. Michael’s defeated 
Stonehill for the conference title. 
Since then, the team has lost 
in the semifinals once and the 
championship once. 

Off the ice, Earle is an avid 
football fan, specifically of the 
Baltimore Ravens and Ray Lew- 
is. 


“T think he wishes he was a 
football player,” Geary said. 

In addition to playing hock- 
ey, he is the president of the Stu- 
dent-Athletic Advisory Council 
at St. Michael’s. A member since 
his freshman year, Earle has 
helped the council make deci- 
sions on how to vote on NCAA 
legislation. Fundraising has also 
played a big part in his St. Mi- 
chael’s hockey career. 

‘Division II specifically 
does all our fundraisings for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation,” Ear- 
le said. “And the Northeast-10 
actually raises the most every 
year of all the conferences in the 
country, so it’s cool to be a part 
of that.” 

He is also a member of the 
Northeast-10’s Student-Athletic 
Advisory Council. Twice a year 
he travels to Boston to meet 
with representatives of the other 
schools in the conference to dis- 
cuss issues on a broader scale. 

The advisory council and 
Common Ground, which is 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) alliance 
at St. Michael’s, worked on the 
“It Gets Better” video for St. 
Michael’s, with Earle as one of 
the driving forces. The video 
supports the LGBT community, 
and speaks out against cruelty 
toward its members. 

‘ “We thought it would be a 
good message to send them from 
the athletes at St. Mike’s that 
we support them, and we’re not 
going to accept bullying,” Earle 
said. 

David Landers, of the psy- 
chology department at St. Mi- 
chael’s, pitched the idea for the 
video to the council. He said he 
was amazed at how quickly Ear- 
le adopted the plan. 


“The goal is to save lives,” . 


Landers said. “That video has 


probably saved a life.” 

As a player, Earle’s team- 
mates and coach had one com- 
mon word to describe him: 
“competitor.” 

“He doesn’t take much less 
than a victory, whether it’s in the 
locker room or on the ice, or just 
a friendly game of video games,” 
freshman defenseman John Teul- 
ings said. “On the ice, I wouldn’t 
want to play against him.” 

Having one senior points to. 
the team’s potential advantage 
for years to come. With 14 ju- 
niors who now have three years 
of experience, the Ice Knights 
look to capitalize. Head Coach 
Chris Davidson, in his fifth year 
at the helm; is excited about the 
future ofthe team. = 

“A big part of what we 
didn’t have was game experi- 
ence, and now everybody should 
have a full year under their belt,” 
Davidson said. “You would hope 
that that would carry over into 
next year.” 

Earle used the fact that he ~ 
has won an NE-10 title to moti- 
vate the team. 

“He lets us know how it felt 
and what it means to him,” Geary 
said. “It’s something that he’Il al- 
ways remember and he wants us 
to have that same feeling.” 

Their season’s final match, 
Earle and his teammates went 
down swinging in a 1-0 loss. 
For any athlete, the last time you 
have to take off your team’s jer- 


.sey is an emotional moment. As 


he stripped off his purple away 
uniform, Earle addressed the 
team one last time: 

“I can deal with losing a 
game, but it’ll be hard losing 
hockey. I have no regrets, boys, 
and I wouldn’t change a thing. 
Thank you.” 

Additional reporting by 
Dan Evarts. ass 





Photo by Colin Ellis 
Brady Earle in a game against UMass Boston on Feb. 18 at Cairns 
Arena. 
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Sun Shines on Pond Hockey Classic 


By Dan Evarts 
Photo Editor 


There are some things in life 

that one can’t help but romanti- 
cize. The weekend of Feb. 17-18 
was one of those occasions. On 
a frozen Mallets Bay in Colches- 
ter, skaters came from far and 
wide to take part in the Lake 
Champlain Pond Hockey Clas- 
sic. 
_ “It was easily one of the top 
five experiences of my life,” St. 
Michael’s junior Ronny DiMasi 
said, 

DiMasi, a native of Burling- 
ton, attributes his hockey skills 
primarily to having learned to 
skate on frozen ponds and park- 
ing lots. Like anyone who has 
ever laced stiff skates with frig- 
id hands and heard the crunch 
of cold steel carving through 
smooth black ice, DiMasi feels 
at home on the pond. 

“We skated onto a lake with 
the sun rising on our right and 
guys ice fishing on our left,” Di- 
Masi said. “We got to skate out 
to a rink to play a pane: It was 
-an amazing experience.” 

The man who put the tour- 
nament together was Ronny’s 
older brother Lou DiMasi, who 
until last year worked at St. Mi- 
- chael’s alongside his father, Lou 
DiMasi Sr., the assistant dean of 
students. 

“There was about two miles 
for families to come down and 
skate, and we had some onsite 
food vending, we had locker 
rooms for the players to change 
in, and of course the beer gar- 
den,” DiMasi Jr. said. 








¢ It was easily 
one of the top © 
five experienc- 
es of my life. 9 : 


Ronny DiMasi _ 





The Labatt Blue beer tent, 
warmed by campfires and deco- 
rated with hay bales, was one. of. 
the many amenities provided for 
the hundreds of players compet- 
ing in the tournament, who were 





Photo by Dan Evarts 


Team Chuck Testa competed in the Lake Champlain Pond Hockey Classic on Feb. 17-18. The team was made up of St. Michael’s students (left to 
right) Kyle Busby, Mike Herring, Dylan Pasco, Matthew Dempsy and Will Kosch. 


21 and older. 

DiMasi also brought in Ahli 
Baba’s Kabob Shop and vari- 
ous retailers. A changing room 
for players was provided in the 
form of a massive tent. These 
comforts only added to the nine 
rinks, and views of Lake Cham- 
plain and the Adirondacks. 

“Especially being the first 
year we wanted to get people 
to come and check it out and I 
think we did a heck of a job in 
doing that,” DiMasi Jr. said. 

His expressed hope to bring 
in more players next year is 
based on this year’s Sunday at- 
tendance. A Friday postpone- 


ment due to warm weather was 


followed by skating on Saturday 
and an estimated 1200 people on 
Sunday. 
~“T don’t think CSiihester 
has seen anything like that in 
such a long time,” Ronny DiMa- 
si said. “People would get out of 
their cars just because they could 
say that everyone there was do- 
ng a 
=Lou DiMasi Jr. had ex- 
petted a large turnout from all 
over New England and eastern 
Canada, but the local attendance 


was more than he imagined for 
the inaugural year of this tourna- 
ment. 

A member of a Division III 
national champion at Norwich 
College in 2003, and a former 
assistant men’s ice hockey coach 
at St. Michael’s, DiMasi Jr. was 
proud to see teams from both 
schools in attendance at his tour- 
nament. The Norwich represen- 
tatives were members of his for- 
mer team, and the St. Michael’s 
team was led by his brother, 
Ronny. 

“We had good weather, and 
the hockey was fun, just go- 
ing out laughing with all your 
friends, having a good time, and 
meeting new people,” St. Mi- 
chael’s junior Kyle Busby said. 

What made this tournament 
so remarkable, however, was re- 
turning the game to where it’s 
originated: outdoors. 

“We knew that people were 
coming for the pond hockey, but 
it was really something much 
more than the pond hockey,” 
DiMasi said. “It’s something re- 
ally special to see guys showing 
up early in the morning like its 
Christmas morning.” 


Ask hockey players if 
they’ve ever skated on a pond, 
and chances are they will say ei- 
ther “yes” or “I wish.” Ask those 
who have done it what the expe- 
rience was like, and the answer 
will almost always be, “amaz- 


” 


ing. 
The weekend on Mallets 





Photo by Dan Evarts 
Two players battle for a loose puck in a morning game at the Lake 
Champlain Pond Hockey Classic. 


Bay was unexpectedly poetic. 
The whiff of campfires and beer 
reached the chilled noses of ev- - 
eryone nearby. The sound of old 
men laughing blended with the 
tapping of sticks on the solid ice. 
And the cold air failed to chill 
the players, as evident from their 
sweat-covered faces. 
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Holton Named to All-Conference First Team 


By Paul Palladino 
Sports Editor 


During the season finale 
against the University of South- 
ern New Hampshire on Feb. 21 
— in a game with no playoff im- 
plications as the team was elimi- 
nated from playoff contention 
— St. Michael’s men’s basketball 
coach Michael Harding pulled 
leading scorer Mike Holton Jr. 
less than three minutes into the 
second-half. Holton had just 
turned the ball over and had 
scored only three points in the 
game. Perhaps a lack of con- 
centration on Holton’s part ex- 
plained why the 85 percent free- 
throw shooter missed a pair in 
the first half. 

On the sideline, Harding 
had Holton, a sophomore, sit 
right next to him and sternly told 
him what he was doing wrong. 

“He was telling me there is 
a certain way that I’ve got to be 
on the court,” Holton said. “My 
teammates are all looking at 
me for how we should be on the 
floor.” 

While Harding had a short 
leash for him during this game, 
Holton’s performance this sea- 
son was one of the best in recent 
school history. 


Photo by Dan Evarts 
Mike Holton Jr. scored 442 points this season, 
five points shy of the conference scoring leader. 





Holton finished second in 
the Northeast-10 in scoring aver- 
age with 17 points per game, led 
the league in free-throws made 
and was named to the All-Con- 
ference first team. 

Being the league’s No. 2 
scorer isn’t entirely enjoyable, 
however, Holton has learned. 

“T feel like a marked man. 
When the year starts, it’s a little 
easier to get shots and get free,” 
Holton said. “As the year goes 
on ‘OK, this guy’s the leading 
scorer in the league. If we stop 
him then we have a better chance 
of winning,’ but it makes it easier 
for my teammates to step up.” 

One team with consistently 
strong defensive game plans is 
Stonehill College, where Hard- 
ing worked before coming to St. 
Michael’s. 

“Stonehill is by far the 
one team that I hate going up 
against,’ Holton said. “They 
know what to do to make a scor- 
er not score. They’re physical 
with you off the ball and they 
speed you up to make you take 
bad shots.” 

In the first game between 
the two teams this season, 
Holton struggled offensively, 
shooting just 2-11 while scoring 
7 pg The Purple Knights fell 
75-53 in that Dec. 3 
home game. 

The rematch 
was a different sto- 
ry. With the game 
tied at 64, Holton 
dropped in a con- 
tested floater over 
two defenders - to 
win the game. 

“Tt was proba- 
i bly one of the more 
] open shots I had all 
i day,” Holton said. 
i “In the timeout, 
coach doesn’t say 
‘if’ we make it. He 
Says we're going 
to get the ball in 
and Mike’s going 
to make this shot. 
He’s supremely 
confident in me 
and my _ team- 

mates.” 
Stonehill 

coach David 

McLaughlin ac- 


- the locker room and some- 


knowledged the challeng- 
es Holton presents for op- 
posing defenses. 

“He’s very poised,” a 
McLaughlin said. “The 
ability to move on and off 
the ball is a very danger- 
ous weapon: His leader- 
ship ability as a young 
player has grown tremen- 
dously and it seems he has 
a very strong relationship 
with his coach.” 

Senior co-captain 
Tom Ward praised Holton 
for his leadership role. 

“Leading by example, 
Mike goes out there and 
plays well every game,” 
Ward said. “He made my 
life a lot easier as a senior 
by being another voice in 


one people can turn to and 
get advice. . 

Holton’s. leadership 
was noticed by opponents 
as well. Southern Con- 
necticut State Universi- 
ty’s Greg Langston, who 
outscored Holton by five 
points on the season for 
the scoring crown, wit- 
nessed Holton’s selfless- 
ness on the court during a 
quadruple-overtime game 
on Jan. 11, which St. Mi- 
chael’s won 109-104. 

“When [James Cam- 
bronne] hit a shot to send 
it in to one of the over- 
times,” Langston said, “I 
know Mike was the first” 
one over there to congrat- 
ulate him.” 

Holton outscored Langston 
30-21 in their one matchup this 
season. 

“He gets to the basket well,” 
Langston said. “He doesn’t just 
shoot and all that, but he gets his 
teammates involved.” 

Despite his prolific offense, 
Holton needs to develop the rest 
of his game for the team to be a 
contender in the NE-10, accord- 
ing to Harding. 

“Mike’s a poor defensive 
player, and he knows that I’d say 
that to him,” Harding said. “It’s 
not a mental thing for him. It’s 
just applying what’s in the scout- 
ing reports to the guy he’s de- 
fending.” 


Holton agreed with his_ 


coach’s straightforward descrip- 
tion of his sub-par defense. 
“Definitely I thought that 
this year my defense wasn’t 
where it needed to be,” Holton 
said. “It could be a direct rea- 
son why we didn’t have as much 
success as a team defensively. 
My biggest goal for next year is 
defensively just bringing it and 
having a whole different level.” 


The Purple Knights strug- — 


gled defensively as a team, fin- 
ishing 13th in the 16-team con- 
ference in points allowed. They 
ended the season 11-15 overall 


and 10-12 in conference play. 


The men finished in a three-way 


_were edged out by tiebreak 





Photo by Dan Evarts : 


Mike Holton Jr. gathers against Bentley University’s is Leclerc on 1 Feb. 8 
Both were named to the NE-10 First Team. ee 


“s oi by 
tie for the last playoff spot, ‘but 





_ “If he wants to be a r at 
player, we need to be a good 
team,” Harding said. “In or 
der for us to be a good team, 
he needs to become a better de- 
fensive player. I don’t have any 


doubt that he will propeune do 


bs that. ” ot ie 13 : 
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